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INTRODUCTION 


This book is intended for all people wishing to learn the Thai system of writing and reading . 

Before making any attempt to study the letters and rules themselves, the student must be 
familiar with the phonetic system and the technical terms defined in the glossary. 

The main chapters are presented in the following order: 

— phonetic transcription . 

— vocalic letters. 

- consonant letters. 

- syllables. 

— basic tone rules. 

— special letter-combinations. 
— irregular tones. 

— how to spell words. 

— how to use a dictionary. 

This order should simplify the search for any rule or definition whenever the pronunciation 
or spelling of a word troubles the reader. Although chapters must be studied in sequence, several 
should be skipped until the student has a fair knowledge of phonetics, simple, compound and 
inherent vocalics, the forty-four consonants divided into three groups and the basic tone rules. 
(Chapters to be skipped are indicated appropriately). All examples given in the first chapters 
cannot be read nor pronounced until then. ย 

The first attempt to read and write words begins Bs soon as the entire alphabet has been 
considered. The exercises develop progressively to facilitate comprehension of the rules as they 
are presented. 

Words and examples are in alphabetical order. 

The student will soon find the importance of knowing all the basic rules of the Thai system 
of reading and writing as most dictionaries do not give the tone of syllables nor the length of 
vocalic phones. 

Reading and writing Thai is not as difficult as it looks once the basic system has been 


mastered, so persevere and have fun, It is worth a little effort! 


Good luck. ........ 
3 a 
ขอ ให ้ ค ุ ณ โ ช ค ด ี 


CLOSED SYLLABLE 


COMPOUND 


DIPTHONG 


FINAL 


INHERENT 


INITIAL 


OPEN SYLLABLE 


PHONE 


SONORANTS 


TRIPTHONG 


VOCALICS 


GLOSSARY 


:syllable ending in a consonant phone. 


:compound vocalic ( vocalic letter built up of two or more 


elements ) 


:letter corresponding to the combination of two vocalic 


phones as /-ai/, /-ua/ ... 


:letter corresponding to the last phone of the syllable 


when it is a consonant. 


:one of the three vowels which are pronounced and not 


written: /-a?/, /-о-/ and /-oof. 


:letter corresponding to the first phone of the syllable 


( always a consonant ). 
:syllable ending in a vocalic phone. 


:single speech-sound ( vowel or consonant; vocalic phones 


are single or compound. ). 


:the ten G3 consonants which do not have their equivalent 
in G2 (3, ш, ш, u, N, 9, 3, a, 2, Y), corresponding 
to /y-/, /n-/, /m-/, /y-/, /t-/, I, Iw. 

Convertible sonorants: the 8 sonorants which are not 
underlined. They are preceded by ห น ํ า when required 
by the tone rules ( chapter 10 paragraph 6 Bb, page 79 ). 


: letter corresponding to the combination of three vocalic 


phones as/-iao/, /-uay/ ... 


:general term including vowels, dipthongs and tripthongs. 


a—_a = + 


SV 


ABBREVIATIONS 


= consonant 

= closed syllable 

= dead consonant ending 

= sonorant 

= inherent 

= live consonant ending 

= long vowel; dipthong or tripthong 
= open syllable 

= predisposed vocalic 

= syllable 

= short inherent /-a?/ or /-0-/ 


- short vowel 


THE HYPHEN 


Here the use of hyphens has to be understood from the beginning. In this 
book they often occur with letters or phonetic symbols when considered alone. 
THEY ALWAYS GIVE THE POSITION OF THE LETTER OR THE PHONE IN 
THE SYLLABLE. 


1) LETTERS: 
A) Vocalics: 


As shown in chapter 3, vocalics can be simple or compound, written before, 
after, above, below or on three sides of the initial consonant; the hyphen gives the 


position of the initial. 
B) Consonants: 


No hyphen occurs with consonant letters. 


2) PHONETICS: 
A) Vocalics: 


a) The phonetic symbol represents the phone of a letter only found in medial 


position: hyphen on each side of the phone as ` - [-a-]. 


b) The phonetic symbol represents the phone of a letter only found in final 


position: hyphen written before the phone as - ะ /-a?/. 


c) The phonetic symbol represents the phone of a letter either found in 
medial or final position: hyphen written on each side of the phone or not written at 


all according to the context as - 1(- ) /-aa-/ or /aa/. 


B) Consonants: 


Consonants often have two different phonetic values according to their 
position in the syllable. When the phonetic symbol is followed by a hyphen it gives 
its value in initial position. When the phonetic symbol is preceded by a hyphen it 


gives its value in final position. 


IV 


CHAPTER 1 
LANGUAGE AND SCRIPT 
1) ORIGIN: 


In the course of history the Thdis emigrated from southern China. From the 
fifth to the thirteenth century, what is now known as Thailand was dominated by 
Mons and Kmers. When, in the thirteenth century, the people finally formed a 
nation, they kept the cultural heritage of their ancestors and adapted it to their new 
national characteristics. The Mons had been influenced by the Indian civilisation 
and were Theravada Buddhists. The Kmers had adopted Hinduism which was later 
replaced by Mahayana Buddhism. The language of Theravada is Pali, that of 
Mahayana is Sanskrit. Thus modern Thai developed from a mixture of many words 


and concepts from Pali, Sanskrit, Mon and Kmer languages. 


2) THE ALPHABET: 


In 1283 King Ram Khamheng introduced an official Thai alphabet on the 
model of Indian script, including two important modifications in order to simplify 
the writing. Two consonants standing together at the beginning or end of a word 
were separated, they were not joined in a ligature as in Sanskrit but written 
separately as in the Roman alphabet. The signs for vowels, which in most Oriental 
writings stand before, after, below or above the initial consonant, were brought 
into line with the consonants, thus forming genuine vowel letters. In this way the 
king invented a true alphabet, but the second innovation was still too revolutionary 
and not maintained. 

Nowadays there is still no comprehensive alphabetical order which includes 
both consonants and vowels as in the Roman alphabet. Each series is considered 
separately. 

There are twenty-one consonant phones represented by fourty-four letters 
divided into three categories according to the tone rules: nine middle class, eleven 
high class, twenty-four low class. Twelve of the twenty-one phones are each 
represented by two, three or four letters per class. In order to distinguish each of 
them when orally spelling a word, they are all named by a standard arbitrary word. 


There are nine short vowel phones and their equivalent in long. These 


eighteen phonetic values are represented by twenty-five simple and compound 
letters, as seven of them change their form according to their position in the syllable. 
The vowel alphabet is composed of fifteen simple letters ( though three of them are 
built up of two elements ) which also occur as part of compound vocalics ( vowels, 
dipthongs and tripthongs ). To these fifteen simple letters three consonants are 
added: two of which also act as vowels in some cases, all three can be part of 


compound vocalics. 


In addition to consonants and vocalics there are two sets of special letters 
which represent combined consonant and vowel sounds. They are always considered 


individually and occur in the consonant alphabet. 
3) THAI WRITING: 


Writing is from left to right, with no distinction of capital and small letters. 
Though printed characters occur in different sizes and styles, the basic form is 
always the same. Letters are never linked. There is no space between words, only 


between sentences. No punctuation is used. 
4) SENTENCE PATTERN: 


Each word stands in isolation, without any grammatical modification. 
Number, gender and tense are given by the addition of extra words when necessary. 
Articles do not exist. Adverbs and equivalent clauses occur either at the beginning 
or the end of sentences. Adjectives are placed after the noun they qualify (except 
for numerals ). Every concrete word belongs to a category. The word which 
designates it is called a classifier. It is always used when things, persons, animals, are 
counted by the piece. Therefore « five cats » would be translated as « cats five 


animals » as numerals occur before the classifier. 


The usual sentence order is Subject + Verb + Object +... 


In colloquial Thai it is customary to omit pronouns, prepositions and all other 
words which are not entirely necessary to the comprehension of the statement. Yet 
words which might seem useless to foreigners are used to make the sentence sound 


more complete. 


5) NUMBERS: 


There are Thai numeral symbols although Arabic numerals are widely used 
nowadays. 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
оо loo € & ood 8 


6) THE FIVE TONES: 


Like Chinese, Thai is a tonal monosyllabic language. Each syllable is 
pronounced in one of the five tones: middle, low, falling, high or rising. 

The tone rules are precise enough to allow any serious foreign student to read 
and pronounce Thai correctly when having a good knowledge of all the letters, the 
three consonant groups and the tone rules. Without any doubt the best way to 
acquire a perfect pronunciation would be to spend some time in Thailand or among 
Thai people, nevertheless when knowing all the important basic rules the student can 
practice by pronouncing aloud very regularly, being fully aware of the length of 
vowels, the pronunciation of each letter, the tone of each syllable, trying to improve 


the general speed. 
7) DIFFERENT DIALECTS SPOKEN IN THAILAND: 


Nowadays there are four dialects spoken in Thailand: northern, north-eastern, 
central and southern Thai. They are almost as different from each other as are 
Spanish, Italian and Portuguese. Central Thai is taught in schools throughout the 
country and considered as the official language. Yet people intending to spend some 
time in Bangkok must be aware of the two main phonetic differences which often 


occur in colloquial Thai in the capital: 


— Initial phones /phw-/ or /pw-/ are sometimes pronounced /f-/; 


— /t-/ is usually pronounced /1-/. 


CHAPTER 2 
PHONETIC TRANSCRIPTION 


- - w — Bá eet 


1) VOCALICS: 


< Vocalics > is a general term including vowels, dipthongs and tripthongs. It 
represents all letters corresponding to simple and compound vocalic phones. 

When it comes to the tone rules it is most important to make the distinction 
between: short vowels and the rest of the vocalic family, as only short vowels are 
considered. as short sounds! Short dipthongs correspond to a combination of two 


phones, therefore they cannot be considered as short when applying the tone rules. 


2) VOWELS: 


There are nine basic vowel phones and their equivalent in long. 
The following chart gives the eighteen phones. Each of them has been 


illustrated by English words giving the closest phonetic value when possible. 


SHORT VOWEL PHONES LONG VOWEL PHONES 
a? banana aa guard 
ә? golden 99 sir 
E? get EE 
e? blasé . ее 
i? ship ii tea 
ว ? god ว ว 
o? all oo so! 
u? like « pull» with clenched teeth and uu 


lips stretched sideways. 


u? foot uu who 


3) DIPTHONGS AND TRIPTHONGS: 


There are lots of dipthong and tripthong combinations. Here are the most 


a: 
common phones: 


DIPTHONGS 
-ao how 
-aao 
-ay my 
-aay 
-ay 
da India dao 
-iu few 
-9y toy 
-00y 
-aa -uay 
ua wapiti 
-uaa brewer -uaay 
-uy 
ео 
-eeo 
-EEo aorta 
NOTES: 


TRIPTHONGS 


miaw! 


Here the hyphen shows the position of the initial-consonant phonetic value. 


All phones are given in the Roman alphabetical order to help the student 


memorize them. 


All phones but /ua/ only occur in syllable-final position. 


The dipthong /ua/ can be found either in medial or final position in the 


syllable. 


4) THE SPECIAL SYMBOL /?/: 


This special phonetic symbol will always occur AFTER A SHORT VOWEL IN 
SYLLABLE-FINAL POSITION. This symbol is very useful when separating syllables, 


to apply the tone rules. 


Nevertheless this phonetic symbol also occurs in INITIAL position to represent 


the silent consonant อ when its only rule is to carry a vocalic phone. It is then 


called the « stop» 


5) CONSONANTS: 


There are twenty-one consonant phones. 

There are only six syllable-final consonant phones: /-k/, /-p/, /-t/ which are 
dead endings and /-m/, l-al, [-n] which аге live endings. These two classifications 
will be discussed later. They are very important to notice in order to have a better 
understanding of the tone rules. 

Ten of the twenty-one consonant sounds can be considered in parallel: five 


are aspirated and the other five are not. 


A) Unaspirated consonant phones: 


/?-/ is called the « stop» It corresponds to a silence. 

/k/ like to care 

j- ” John Each phonetic value isa «pure» consonant sound. 
Мо” telephone 

| บ | ” poor | 


В) Aspirated consonant phones: 


/h-/ 

[kh-/ 

[ch-/ Each phonetic value is based on the phones mentioned 
/th-/ above but accentuated and aspirated. 

/ph-/ 


Here the hyphen shows the position of each consonant phone in the syllable. 
When the phonetic value is followed by a hyphen, the phone only occurs in syllable 
initial position. When there is no hyphen, it occurs either in syllable-initial or final 
position. 


C) Remarks on the three dead endings: 
Whenever /k/, /p/, /t/ or /kh/, /ph/, /th/ are found at the end of a 


syllable, the phonetic value is always the same, each sound being pronounced very 
short and without the aspiration, therefore corresponding more to /-g/, /-b/ and 


/-d/ (as they are transcribed in some other books ). 
D) The eleven other consonant phones: 


[d-| like date /m/ like mother 


——— — — 


[f| ” father Iy- ” you 


ls] ” sister [| ” rose 
[b-] ” baby | hj ” letter 
191 " ping-pong lw. " wagon 
/ ญ " noon 

NOTE: 


The letters corresponding to: /?-/, /w-/ and /y-/ are special letters. 
They are considered as consonants when in syllable-initial position. 
The first two are vocalics in some cases and all three can act as part of 


compound vocalic letters. 
6) 4 BASIC TYPES OF SYLLABLES: phonetic construction. 


Consonant t Short Vowel : Open syllable with short vowel 
Consonant + Short Vowel + Consonant : Closed syllable with short vowel 
Consonant + Long Vocalic : Open syllable with long vocalic j 


Consonant + Long Vocalic + Consonant : Closed syllable with long vocalic 
NOTE: 

The syllable-initial consonant can either be single or double. 

ALL SYLLABLES ALWAYS HAVE A CONSONANT AS INITIAL LETTER. 


7) THE 5 TONES: phonetic transcription. 


There are five distinct tones in Thai language. Each syllable has to be 
pronounced in one or another. The tone rules will be explained in detail further on. 
As they are rather intricate it is imp ossible to consider them before the student has a 


fair knowledge of the entire alphabet and can make the distinction between the 


three groups of consonants. 


middle tone : no phonetic symbol 
low tone : 
falling tone : 
high tone : 


rising tone : 


TPF 


CHAPTER 3 | 
LETTER SYMBOLS: VOCALICS | 
( vowels, dipthongs and tripthongs ) | 
1) GENERALITIES: > 


Thai vocalics depend on Thai consonants. They always have to be carried by 
a consonant and are always pronounced after it ( whatever their position is, even 
predisposed vocalics ). When a vocalic phone sounds alone in a syllable, the letter is 
carried by the silent consonant ®. 
Symbol-wise Thai vocalics are divided into three groups: 
- simples 
- compounds 


- inherents. 
2) HOW TO DRAW THE LETTERS: 


Each character has to be drawn in one stroke, starting from: 


- the loop: L 
- the stick: 
- left or right: ^ 

3) SIMPLE LETTERS: 


There are fifteen basic vocalic characters. They are simple letters even though 


three of them are built up of two elements. 


Three are dipthongs, the others are vowels. 
They are not all written after the initial-consonant, as in the Roman system 
of writing: 5 occur before the consonant, 3 occur after, 5 occur above and 2 occur 


below. | | 


It is most important to learn them with their position around the initial 
consonant, in alphabetical order, as all the compound letters depend on them (page 
123). 

A) 5 predisposed vocalics: written before the initial-consonant. 
I-, и, 1-, 1—, 1- corresponding to /ee/, /EE/, /oo/, /-ay/ and /-ay/. 
It may be difficult for the beginner to guess where these predisposed vocalics 


should be pronounced when they are followed by two or several consonants but 
there is nothing to worry about (chapter 12). 


^ 


B) 3 postdisposed vocalics: written after the initial-consonant. 


-2, 3, — corresponding to /-a?/, /aa/ and /-am/. 


C) 5 upperscript vocalics: written above the initial-consonant. 


Te ร LE corresponding to /-a-/, /i/, /ii/, /u/ and /- พ ส -/. 


D) 2 underscript vocalics: written below the initial-consonant. 


— ,— corresponding to /u/ and /uu/. 


จ ? ข 
E) Two special letters: 


ไ and ใ have the same phonetic value. They are usually pronounced short. 


1 is only found in the twenty following words and their compounds: 


ใก ล ้ /klay/ ( to be close, near ) 
ใคร /khray/ ( who?; someone, anyone ) 
ใคร ่ /khray/ ( to wish ) 


ใจ [jav] this word occurs in a great number of words 


refering to feelings, human qualities..... 


ใช ่ /chay/ ( yes, that’s it) 
ใช ้ /chay/ ( to use, to be used ) 
* ใ ด [day] ( which; any ) 


là / เ ล ิ ว / ( southern ) 


ใน /nay/ ( in -space-; at, in, on -time- ) 


ใบ [bay] ( classifier for leaves; thin round flat objects; 
round and hollow objects such as hats, cups; 


fruits and eggs ) 


ใบ ้ [bay] ( dumb, mute ) 

ใฝ่ /fay/ ( to intend to, to think of ) 

15 [уау] ( fiber; spider web ) 

ส ะ ใ ภ ้ [sà?pháy/ (women entering a family by marriage ) 
โส ууу ( clear, transparent ) 

la /sày/ ( to put in, to insert ) 

ให ้ [hay] ( to give; for -somebody- ) 

ให ญ่ lyay/ ( big, large, voluminous ) 

ให ม ่ [may] (new) 


ใคร ่ ค ร ว ญ [КїтёуКһгиап/ | (to consider, to think of) 


Ы ใด is always preceded by а classifier. In Thai, objects, persons, animals belong to 
a certain class, a certain category. The word which designates them is called a 
classifier. It must be mentioned whenever objects, animals, persons are counted by 


the piece. 


4) HOW TO NAME THAI VOCALICS: 


When orally spelling words vocalics are called ส ร ะ /sa?ra?/ + their phonetic 


value. 


Exceptions: 


1 is called ไม ้ ม ้ ว น /maymian/ ( rolled up stick ) 


ๆ iscalled ไม ้ ม ล า ย /máymá?laay/ (broken stick ) 
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When written  /sàh?rà? -a-/ occurs in syllable-medial position, it is called 


ไม ้ ห ั น อ า ก า ศ /máyhšn?aakàat/ (stick turning in the air ) and is written ==, 
5) THREE SPECIAL LETTERS: ย , 3, Ө. 


Three consonants have to be considered at the same time as the fifteen simple 
vocalics as two are used as such and the three of them are used as elements in 
compounds: 6, 2, 9. 


ย : is a consonant when in syllable-initial position. 


never occurs in syllable-medial position. 
is part of a compound vocalic when in syllable-final position, and 
when followed by ว asin เดีย ว /-iao/. 


ว : is a consonant when in syllable-initial position. 
is a dipthong when in syllable-medial position, /-ua-/. 
is part of a compound vocalic when in syllable-final position. It is 


never pronounced /-w/ but /-o/ except in two compound dipthongs: 
74 [iu] 


“2 [-ua] 


อ : is ล consonant when in syllable-initial position. It is silent and only 
used as a support when a pure vocalic sound is required as vocalics can 
never stand alone. 

is a vowel when in syllable-medial position, pronounced /- 99 -/ and 


sometimes /-2 -/. 


is the vowel /- ว ว / or part of a compound vocalic when in syllable- 
final position and when followed by ย asin 1290 /-aay/. 


Examples of อ pronounced short: 


น ิ ด ห น ่ อ ย /nitndy/ (a little) 


บ ่ อ ย | เว ง | ( often ) 
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ส ้ อ ง [s n/ ( to illuminate ) 
ข 

ห อ ง [han] (room ) 

อ ร ่ อ ย [?à?rày| (delicious) 


6) COMPOUND LETTERS: 


They are built up of two or more of the following elements: 


- simple.vocalics, 
-2,8 and/or 0. 


-one of the two shortening symbols —z, =, 


Examples: เ - อ ะ /-9?/, iu [ia], แ ็ ็ - /-E-/ 


All simple vowels and three dipthongs have been studied in paragraphs 3 & 4. 


All other vowels, dipthongs and tripthongs are compound vocalic letters. 
A) The two shortening symbols: 


a) - ะ 


Five compound letters end with the symbol - ะ . IT IS NOT ส ร ะ - ะ /sa?ra?-a?/, 
it is a symbol which corresponds to the phonetic «stop» to shorten the phone of 


certain vowels when in syllable-final position. 


3 


b) 2 


This symbol is added to three simple vowels when they phonetically occur in 


syllable-medial position: 1-, sometimes W-, and occasionally - อ . 


It is called ไม ้ ไต่ ก ู ้ [máytàykhüu/, placed above the initial. 


There is one word to memorize as it is built up of a single consonant carrying 
d 


the shortening symbol: fj /kÓ?/ (then, also... ). THE TONE IS IRREGULAR. 
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There are also ล few words to memorize as they are often written without the 


shortening symbol: 


เป น /pen/ ( to be + NOUN ) 

เพ ชร /phét/ (diamond) Here 5 is silent. 

เม ต ร /mét/ (metre) Неге 5 is silent. 

เม ต ร ิ ก /métrik/ (metric) Borrowed from French. 


B) Compound vowels: Chart. 


IN CLOSED SYLLABLES IN OPEN SYLLABLES 
compound vowels compound vowels 
pronounced in pronounced in 


medial position phonetics final position phonetics 


REMARK: 


a 
u— does not occur very often but here is а common word to memorize: 


с $ v 
แข ง [khÉ/ ( hard, firm ) also found in น ํ า แข ็ ง /namkhEn/ ( ice ) 


C) Main compound dipthongs: Chart. 


The following chart shows the main combinations to memorize. All the 
others are pretty logical and easily understood when the student knows the fifteen 
simple vocalics, the eleven compound vowels and the six following compound 


dipthongs. 


NOTE: 
ภา /-am/ is considered as a simple VOCALIC ( even though it ends with the 
consonant phone /-m/ ) 


เ -] /-ao/ is pronounced short, therefore 1- 3 IS NOT ITS EQUIVALENT 
IN SHORT. They are two distinct letters: 1—1 /-ао/ 


i-a /-99/ 


D) Eight vowels and one dipthong change their form according to which type of 
syllable they belong to: 


These letters each have two different symbols, one occurs in open syllables 


and the other one occurs in closed syllables. 


Here x corresponds to the syllable-initial consonant 


y corresponds to the syllable-final consonant. 
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Here the transformation is shown from open syllable to closed syllable. 


The first line gives the pattern, the second line gives an example. 


[-a-] x% + y = xy 
fig + น = ก ั น ( to prevent; together ) 
Here the short vowel - ะ is split in two when followed by a final consonant. 
It is written above the initial. 


; ` 
- ะ iscalled ส ร ะ - ะ /sa?ra? -a?/ (vowel -a? ) 


S. is called ไม ้ ห ั น อ า ก า ศ /máyhin?aakàat/ (stick turning in the air) 


/-әә-] เ ะ อ + y = LXy 


เด อ + น เด ิ น (to walk) 


Here อ has disappeared to be replaced by 2 written above the initial. 


เ -- อ and 1—— are both called /sa?ra? -99 and -ә9-/. 


REMARK: 
When y = ย the element = disappears. 
เม อ + ย zi lx Ü 
เล อ + ย = (QU (beyond, more) 


/-a-/ 1-92 undergoes the same transformation as 1—9 but เ - อ ะ israreand 12 


is usually read /-әэ-/. 


|- ว -| เม า ะ + y = у 
เถ า ะ + ง = ถื อ ง ( to push with the elbow ) 


1- 32 is a special combination to memorize. 


Both symbols are rare. 


โค ะ + น = ค น (person) 


Here the whole symbol disappears. In ล closed syllable the phone is not 


represented by any symbol; /-o-/ is then inherent. 
/-ав-] xo + y = xy 
a . 
ส อ + บ = ส บ (to make an enquiry ) 


Here อ just disappears. 


/-va-/ X + y = xy 
ส ั ว + น = aw ( garden ) 
Here ไม ้ ห ั น อ า ก า ศ /mayhan?aakaat/ disappears. 


24 іѕ always read /-ua/ 


/-e-/ хә + y = ‚Ху 
ms + น = น เห ็ น ( to see ) 
Here — is replaced by the shortening symbol * written above the 
initial. 
/E-/ . Idem with แ - ะ 
REMARK: 


The letters corresponding to these eight vowel phones occur in the chart on 

page 13 and in the recapitulative chart on pages 20 and 21. 
The fact that several vocalic phones are represented by two different characters 
is a great help to the student. Syllables can easily be separated, and the tone rules 


applied, when vocalics change their form according to their position in the syllable... 


7) INHERENT VOWELS /-а?/, /-0-/ and /- ว ว |. 


In some cases these vocalic phones occur without being represented by any 
written symbol. The first two are very short, the third one is long but it can also be 
pronounced short in rapid speech. 

The three inherent vowels can sound rather difficult to understand to the 
beginner, but the following rules will show that they can be predicted in most cases. 

The following examples cannot be considered until the student has a fair 


knowledge of the entire alphabet and the basic tone rules. They must be used as 
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—. ONE 


— = 


exercises when studying chapter 12, the phonetics must then be hidden so the reader 
works on the pronunciation of each word. 


A) /-а?/ : is always pronounced very short. 
is pronounced after a syllable built up of one consonant only which 
{ never carries any tonal marker, usually followed by at least another 


syllable. 


Exceptions: ศิ ล ป / sinlá?pà?/ ( arts, crafts ) 


ส า ธา ร ณ์ /sfathaará?ná?] (public) 


Examples: 
* จ มู ก [jà?müuk/ ( nose ) 
* ฉ ล า ด | [chà?làat/ ( to be clever, skillful ) 
* ต ล อ ด [0821521] (through, from the beginning to the end ) 
* ต ล า ด /ta?laat/ ( market place ) 
ไป ร ษ ณ ี ย ์ — /praysa?nii/ ( post-office ) 
ว ิ ท ย ุ lwiMhityó?| (radio) 
* ส น ุ ก [sa?nuk] (to be pleasant, enjoyable ) 
ส บ า ย /sa?baay/ ( to feel good ) 
qu [sà? bàu/ ( soap ) 
ส ั ป ด า ห ์ /sappa?daa/ ( week -formal- ) 
* ส ร ุ ป [sà?rüp/ ( to summarize ) 
ส า ธา ร ณ — /siathaará?ná?/ (general, public ) 
«ofla [atman] ( besides ) 


อ น ุ ญา ต 1? ล 9 ท น ์ ? จ อิ ล ป ( to give leave, licence or permission ) 


* อ ร ่ อ ย /2a2rd у] ( to be tasty, delicious ) 


The asterisk shows the examples to consider when studying chapter 12, 
[ B) TYPE 3 on page 97, and b) on page 102] , and chapter 13 (1А). 


B) /-о-/ : is always pronounced very short. 


is pronounced in closed syllables when no written vocalic occurs 


( usually monosyllabic words ): 


the first consonant is the initial, which 


carries a tonal marker when required, the following consonant is the 


syllable-final letter. 


Examples: 

nu [kop] 

จ น [jon] 
ANAS [tóklog/ 
au /tdp/ 

ต ้ ม /tm/ 

ท น /thon/ 

ธง [thog/ 

un Габк/ 

บ น [bon] 

น ้ า น ม /namnom/ 
ผม /phom/ 
ฝน /fon/ 

พ บ [phóp/ 

ม ณ โ ฑ /monthoo/ 
NA [mot] 

ล ม /lom/ 

ам [16m/ 
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( frog ) 

( to be poor; until, till ) 

(OK ) 

( to slap, to hit with hands ) 

( to boil ) 

( to endure, to continue, to last ) 
( flag ) 

( bird ) 

(on, above ) 

( milk ) 

( hair; I, me -man speaking- ) 

( rain ) and ฝน ต ก /fontok/ ( to rain ) 
( to meet somebody ) 


( one of the characters appearing in the 


Ramayana ) 
(ant) 
( wind ) 


( to stumble ) 


ส ั บ ป ะ ร ด  /sàppà?rót/ ( pineapple ) 


ห ก [hok] ( six ) 
อ ก /20k/ ( chest ) 
С) /- ว ว | : is usually pronounced long except when there is neutralisation in 


rapid speech. | 
is mostly pronounced between ป and ว ี in words beginning with 
these two letters but also occurs occasionally in a few words which always 


have 3 as the second consonant. 


Examples: 

จ ร ะ เข ้ /joora?khée/ ( crocodile ) 

บ ร ม ส ุ ข /booromma?suk/ (supreme happiness ) 

บ ร ิ บ ู ร ณ์ [boo ri?buun/ ( perfect, complete; plentiful ) 

บ ร ิ เว ณ [b22 ri?ween/ ( neighbourhood, environment ) 

บ ร ิ ษั ท [boo ri?sat/ ( business company ) 

ม ร ก ต /moora?kot/ (emerald ) 

ม ร ส ุ ม / เ ฑ ว ว ร ธ์ ? ร น ั ก ป ( season of wind and storms, monsoon ) 


| ว ว | is also pronounced in certain words ending in a double consonant of which 


ร is the final. 
Examples: 


ถา ว ร / дам 99n/ ( permanent, strong, durable ) 
น ค ร /na?kh 90n/ ( city:) 
ล ะ ค ร | ไก 9 แท ว ว ท / ( staged play ) 


a 
อ า ก ร [Paakoon/ ( revenue ) AND ภา ษ อ า ก ร 


jphaasii?aakoon/ (income taxes ) 


8) GENERAL CHART OF THE 25 VOWEL SYMBOLS: 


A Thai word is given to illustrate the use of each vowel symbol. 
The first hyphen from the left ( or the single one ) shows the position of the 
syllable-initial, the second hyphen shows the position of the final. 


NOTE: It is most important to make the distinction between short and long vowels 


to be able to apply the tone rules. 


IN OPEN SYLLABLES 
VOWELS 


IN CLOSED SYLLABLES. 
VOWELS 


pronounced in pronounced in : 


medial position final position 


T 
S is called ฟั น /fan/ (tooth) 
—— 185 C 


inherent 


ท ห า ร /tha?haan/ (soldier) 


ไม ้ ห ั น อ า ก า ศ 


/mayhia?aakaat/ 533101 /thamma? daa/ (regular) 


/jà?/ (will, shall) 


sometimes short /jaan/ (plate) 


asin Y — /thàn/ /maa/ (to come) 


(you) but RARE 


/g9n/ (money, silver) 


NGU (dirty) 


/Кдд\/ (born) 


เล ิ น เล ่ อ /199n189^ (careless) 


ล ิ ง /lig/ (monkey) 
a ` 
/-ii-/ ห บ /hiip/ (trunk) 


ค ล อ ง /khlon/ (canal) 


เ - า ะ is /-0?/апа 


not short /-а0/ NAN (to undo) 


(refer to next chapter) / phiby/ (suddenly) 


IN OPEN SYLLABLES 
VOWELS 


pronounced in 


IN CLOSED SYLLABLES 
VOWELS 


pronounced in 


medial position final position 


— 


MNETOOSEXER: jos e 
ขน /khüsen/ (bitter) 


4 
/-uu-/ /-uu/ 


/chdop/ (to like) 


/m39/ (doctor) 


ม ร ก ต /m292ra?kot/ (emerald) 


ค น /khon/ (person) 


y x 
โต ๊ ะ /16?/ (table) 


ห น ึ ่ ง /nay/ (one) 


/chüw/ (name) 


/jü?laa/ (kite) 


/ dék/ (child) 


/181/ (to kick) 


/neen/ (buddhist monk) 


/khEn/ (hard) 


ЛЕ?/ (and) 


*Special consonant combination considered on page 94. 


9) DIPTHONGS AND TRIPTHONGS : GENERAL CHART. 


/tham/ (to do, to make) considered as a simple vocalic. 


/tao/ (turtle) logically 4—15 should be the short 


equivalent, but it is NOT. 


[o | — [m e НИ 
S s | + |% mew 0/01| ๒ ๒ O 
I ct = 
| s | + | aaa _ | 0 ง 0 ฏ 0 
ww sss 


โพ ล ร ล ศา Ләду/ (further, more) | 0 ็ 


e 
เม ย /mia/ (wife) 
а 
เร ย น /rian/ (to study) 
E a м | 
——— 


Le [Doe [m own a pay! (to float prc 


Ep a = 8 frua/ (boat); 


4 
เพ อ น /phBan/ (friend) 


EMEN 


w 
-3 
a vocalic. 
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4 
เร อ ย / rtay/ (continually...) only found in about twenty common 


words. 


ต ั ว /tua/ (classifier for animals...) occurs only in final position. 


ขวด /khüat/ (bottle) ^) used alone in medial position is 


O | โซ | โย муз» — /booy/ (to whip) poe ผี 


е 


ค ว า ย /khuaay/ (buffalo) 
E NO CE a] zd (to chat) 


ศร ร ะ al (fast) 


a) Only the two compound dipthongs /ia/ and /ua/ can be found in closed syllables. 


All other compound dipthongs and tripthongs only occur in open syllables. 


b) เ - า is the only way to write the short vocalic phone /-ao/. 


CHAPTER 4 
IRREGULARITIES IN THE LENGTH 
OF CERTAIN VOCALIC PHONES 


( This chapter contains hints on pronunciation rather than basic rules. It must be 
skipped until page 97. ) 


1) 4- , Ц- and ð. ina closed syllable, when the initial carries a tonal marker: 


When these three letters are short the initial carries ไม ้ ไต ่ ก ู ้ /maytaykhutu/, 
the shortening symbol &. 


When the initial carries a tonal marker € cannot be used, therefore a few 


general rules have to be considered. 


A) 1- used ina syllable carrying one of the 4 tonal markers is usually pronounced 


short as in: 
เก ่ ง [kèn] ( skilled ) 
เป ้ ง [pèn] (straight; sharp -time for an appointment- ) 


๑ ๑ eee 


B) แ - and - อ used їп ล live syllable pronounced in the low tone are usually short 


as in: 
ส ่ อ ง [son] ( to shine ) 
บ ่ อ ย | เว ง | ( often ) 


C) -and อ used in a live syllable pronounced in the high tone are always long as 


แล ้ ว [IÉEo/ ( already ) 


ร ้ อ น | ว ้ ว ญ (hot) 


D) แ - and - อ used ina live syllable pronounced in the falling tone can be short or 
long depending on the word as in: 
พ ่ อ | ฉก ว ิ ว | (father) แข ้ ง /khËp/ (shin) 
3 2 ° ^ 
ห ้ อ ง /hon/ (тоот) แป ้ ง /pEEn/ (flour; face powder) 


E) Recapitulative chart: 


G1 or G2 + ไม ้ เอ ก /máy?éek/ 
ห น ํ า /hŠə nam/ + G3S + ไม ้ เอ ก 


usually SHORT 


(a) 


Gl or G2 + ไม ้ โท /maythoo/ 
G3 + ไม ้ เอ ก /may?éek/ 
SHORT or LONG 


G3 + ไม ้ โท /maythoo/ (S = 
always LONG 
+ 


G1 + ไม ้ จ ั ต ว า /mayjatta ?waa/ 
usually SHORT 
RARE 


(b) 


(с) 


usually pronounced short 


(d) 


usually SHORT 
RARELY FOUND WITH A TONAL 
MARKER 


© 


a) examples: 


เก ง [kèn] ( skilled ) 


แจ ่ ม /jEm/ ( clear, transparent ) 
แบ ่ ง [bEn/ ( to divide ) 

IHU /phen/ ( to leap ) 

ห น ่ อ ย [n3 y/ (a little ) 
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one common exception: ก ่ อ น [k3o n/ ( previously ) 


b) examples: 


c) examples: 
9 
แท 
y 
พ อ ง 
y 
แม 
3 4 
แย ม ย ม 
9 
ร อ น 
y 
แร ง 
y 
ล อ ม 


d) examples: 


ค กระ ป ้ อ ง 
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| เว ิ ท | (1 ๐ have to) 
/ph3o/ (father) 


/ytih3o/ (trade mark ) [1Én/ ( to glide ) 


/h3y/ (to hang down ) 


/thEE/ ( genuine, real ) 

[phdon/ (synonymous, kindred ) 
/mEE/ ( even though ) 
/yEEmyim/ ( gay, smiling ) 

/r30n/ (hot) 

[rÉEn/ ( vulture ) 


/192m/ ( to circle ) 


[krà?p39/ (tin, сап) 
[iÉo/ ( crystal ) 
[рё?/ ( twisted, distorted ) 


babatan EEE n 


e) In dead syllables tonal markers are always rare as tones are already expressed. 


When a dead syllable carries a tonal marker —9, ll-, 1- are usually read short 


except in a few loanwords. 


2) OTHER LONG VOCALICS USED AS SHORT: 


A) เร is nearly always considered as long, still there are at least two words to 
memorize with E used as short: 
เง ิ น [pan] ( money, silver ) 


เจ ิ ง น อ ง เว ทท ว ว ง | (to be flooded, inundated ) 


B) There are at least two monosyllabic words spelt with -1- pronounced short: 


ท ่ า น /than/ ( you, he, she, they -used by either men or women 
to show respéct for rank rather than personal respect; in written language it is the 


ordinary word to use for < you > -) 


ง า น [gan] (work ) 


3) SHORT VOCALICS USED AS LONG: 


A) “1, {-, 1- 1- often sound long in live monosyllabic words pronounced 
in the high tone when these words are alone or in final position, but they are often 


pronounced short when they are followed by at least one syllable in compound 


words. 
Examples: 
Y A Й A 
เช า ม ด /chaomuut/ ( early dawn ) 
y 9 A Р 
au lay /tonmaay/ ( tree, plant ) 
ผล ไม ้ [phónlá?máay/ ^ (fruit) 
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EET С рс 


น ้ า แข ็ ง [námkhÉy/ ( ice ) 

น ้ า น ม [námnom/ ( milk ) 

ไม ้ ก ว า ด /maykwaat/ ( broom ) 

ไม ้ ขี ด (ไฟ ) /maykhiit/ /faay/ (matches ) 

ไม ้ เอ ก /may?éek/ ( first tonal marker + ) 


y 5 
ห ้ อ ง น า /honnaam/ ( toilets, washrooms ) 


B) As a general rule: 


In live syllables, vocalics have a tendency to be lengthened when in word final 


position. 


C) One common monosyllabic word is always pronounced with long 1-1 


เป ล ่ า /plaao/ ( to be empty ) 
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CHAPTER 5 
LETTER SYMBOLS: CONSONANTS. 


1) GENERALITIES: 


Thai consonants take alphabetical precedence over Thai vocalics. 
| Symbol-wise there are fourty-four consonants although two of them are now 
obsolete. 

Regarding the tone rules, the fourty-four letters are divided into three 
categories respectively called: middle class, high class and low class. In this manual 
they will be refered to as Group 1 (СІ ), Group 2 ( G2 ) and Group 3 (СЗ). Each 


of these consonant groups follows its own specific tone rules. 
2) PHONETIC VALUE. AND PRONUNCIATION: 


Each consonant letter is pronounced with the carrying vowel /- ว ว / when 
considered individually. Then the consonant phone preceding /- ว ว / is the phonetic 
value of this letter IN SYLLABLE-INITIAL POSITION, as fifteen letters have a 
different value in syllable-final position ( see the corresponding chart on page 58 ). 


There are only six final consonant phonetic values: /-k/, /-p/, /-t/ or dead endings, 


and /-m/, /-n/, /-y/ or live endings. 


REMARK: 


Consonant endings are always pronounced very short and half « swallowed » , 
therefore /-k/ sounds more like /-g/, /-p/ like /-b/ and /-t/ like /-d/ as they are 


transcribed in some other manuals. 


3) HOW TO DRAW THAI CONSONANTS: 


The basic rule is to write from left to right starting with the loop and trying to 
complete the letter in one stroke. It is very important to notice whether the pen 


must go up or down when drawing the loop 


“ АЛТ 


GO 
ค ต 


Only two consonants are written without any loop. 


4) WHY SO MANY LETTERS ? 


As the Thai language developed from its earliest origins, borrowing heavily 
from Sanskrit, Pali, Mon and Kmer, more and more letters were added to the 
alphabet. In 1283 King Ram Khamheng controlled this growth by introducing a 
simplified standard Thai alphabet, although a few uncommon letters were 
maintained to indicate the ethymology of certain words. However two consonants, 


which are still in dictionaries, are'now obsolete. 
5) HOW TO NAME THAI CONSONANTS: 


Each consonant letter has been provided with an arbitrary designatory name 
to be used when orally spelling words. It is usually a common noun of which the 


first letter is the consonant so named. 
Example: п 19 [коо kay/ equivalent to К like Korea. 


This method is to facilitate the distinction between two or more consonants 
with the same phonetic value as the fourty-four letters correspond to only twenty- 
one different sounds. This is how the alphabet is taught in Thai primary schools. 
Nevertheless, Thai adults now tend to spell without the designatory word, 
considering it rather childish. However, this is the only method to give verbally the 


correct spelling of most Thai words. 


эры 


Exceptions: 


ร is called ร ห ั น /roo hán/ when double and pronounced /-an/ or /-a-/. 

ห is called ห น ํ า [ho nam/ when placed before a G3 initial sonorant to 
change the tone of the syllable. 

อ is called อ น ํ า /?o9  nam/ when placed in front of the four following 


words to change the tone of the syllable into the low tone: 


อ ย ่ า [yaa] (donot... ) 

อ ย า ก [yàak/ ( to want to ) 

อ ย ่ า ง [yàay/ (kind, sort of...) 

ag [yàu/ ( to live at, to stay at, to be at ) 


ศี is also called / ร ว ั ว khoo/ from its resemblance to the letter ñ. 


ส is also called / s29 loo / from its resemblance to the letter а. 


NOTE: 


As it can be noticed in the four words given above, 9 1h does not carry the 


tonal marker, Мл does not carry it either. 


6) THE FOURTY—FOUR CONSONANTS: CHART. 


The following chart shows the three groups as they must be memorized. 
The consonants are given with their designatory name. The number 


corresponds to the position of each letter in alphabetical order. 


At this stage the student does not have to memorize the spelling of each word 
but must be able to remember the designatory name corresponding to each letter 


pronounced with the right tones. 
The student must have a perfect knowledge of both vocalic and consonant 


alphabets to be able to study any further. He must be able to make the distinction 


between short vowels and long vocalics, consonants belonging to G1, G2 and G3. 


(Sut) ugga cch/ MUUN GL 
(әл) erent ¿c / LAB GM 


(Казчош) / น ์ ฬ ๆ / р во 


(eoq) sens cet asl at 


(иешом) / น น 6 eck Mbu оз 
(иошәр) /38K ccK/ Run Qn 


(ә$зоц) /egu cctu / ut er 
(quot 3srqppna) /uəəu ccu/ 6101 ar 
(snow) /npu ceny fui ап 


(yeus) /nn& cct; È ap 


(ao) /3ngu3gu ceny ulum ай 


теше 104 цец) /095 ccs/ f] GA 
(шоо) /uej ccj/ цм ам 

Gunf osouryo) /oeudurgs ๐ พ ผุ ต / лз GU 
4 (Ken ชิ น น อ 110) /ueeud cctid/ MLM GM 


vc (el) /Gom cep/ ba ай 
LL (VNVAVIAVH JO 19120180 в) /ootuoui сару WoL Tort вњ 


8L (пеш pro) /oguingyd cem, н G 
ez Gerpios)/ueguzem ccin/ LLAU GU 


(ysnq pews) / ฮ 6 ม ุ ว 6 ๐ ขุ ว / arat Өй 

เฉ 

(og айшә) Arenyyes 0 ย ุ ห / MAS art 
(uos1od) /uoux ссиҳ/ MU G 

(oreng /4 ์ ช ซ หน ุ | ๐ พ ุ ห / ALLU Gu 


(S1391 pZ) ssi» MO] ED 


(unn) /dm cu/ แน GU 
[III ES / RS GR 

(əsnoH 15231 эдапа) /BRTRRS cc$/ เอ บ 4 GB 
(1981) 7eRs cc$/ ар! ap 


(рп) seg) cg3/ tH GN 


(aa) /6gud cgqd/ เพ oH 


(เซ แร ว 9 ด ) ушер cem/ MLS o 
(Seq Surddous) sony ccm, tb eu 


Guounnsut peorsnur Jo әйлз) figo ๐ 2 พุ อ / แน ats 
` P 


(moq) ACUI сарі/ BER G 
(882) / เ พุ сеи / pul, fe 


(5121191 IT sse] y3 zo 


(usy Jo pupy) ива ced/ Left eft 


(иоойгец) /yeizesd-cct/ ОЙЛЕ ali 
(sm) sow 6 ๐ 1/ LIGY 

(sey souep แช ว 1 ร ร ธ 1 ว) / แ ข ง 2 พ ุ ว cep/ เน al 
(puo) /xopccp/ น ษา Gu 


(21d) /пер[ cd/ NLG GG 


(uoxorqo) /Ag3:ce3/ ü] GU 


(siənəl 6) sse[p əjpphu [D 
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7) THE 44 CONSONANTS AND THEIR PARTICULARITIES: 


A) This paragraph should be used as a reference when working on exercises. Learning 
it by heart would be fastidious and discouraging. It is highly recommended to read 


it once though and come back anytime needed. 


B) The hyphen shows the position of the consonant phonetic value in syllable- 


initial and final position. 


The designatory name corresponding to each consonant letter is mentioned, 
followed by an example giving the phonetic value in syllable-final position. 

The tone of syllables built up of C + SI /-a?/ is also mentioned as this depends 
only on the category to which the initial belongs. 


ก /k/ 
ก ไก ่ /koo kay/ (chicken ) 
ห ก [hok] ( six ) 


- very common letter in both initial and final position. 


- ก ร in initial position is usually read: 


/ka?r./ with the short inherent /-a?/ pronounced between the 
two letters, when they are followed by another consonant AND other 
letters as in. ก ร ณี ย ์ [kà?rí?nii/ (duty, obligation ) 


/kro./, with the short inherent /-o-/ pronounced after the two 
letters, when they are directly followed by one consonant only, as in 


ก ร ม /krom/ (to snore ) 


[kr| when 3 carries a vocalic, as in. ก ร ะ เป ๋ า /krà?pXo/ (pocket; 
bag ) 


- ก ร ร is usually read /kan/, as in ก ร ร ไก ร /kankray/ (scissors ) 


ก ร ร โช ก /kanchdok/ (to threaten ) 


One of the few exceptions: ก ร ร ม /kam/  ( results of mistakes 


made in a previous life ) and all compound words beginning with ก ร ร ม . 


- when ก is directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial 
position, the short inherent vowel /-a?/ or /-o-/ is pronounced 
between the two letters ( /ka?/ ), except in some cases with a (na is | 
often read /kl-/ ) as well as with ว and 9 considered as dipthong í 


and vowel. 
Ex: ก บ /kop/ ( frog ) 
ก ล ั บ /klap/ ( to return ) 
ถ ว า ด /kuaat/ ( to sweep ) 
ก อ ง /ko0n/ ( pile; to pile ) 
а /kh-/ /-k/ 7 


a ไข ่ /k ถ 3 ว khày/ (egg) 


บ ร ม ส ุ ข /boorommd?suk/ (supreme happiness ) 


- ข ร and ข ร ร only occur in a very few words in initial position. 


- when ข is directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial 
position, the short inherent vowel /-a?/ or /-o-/ is pronounced 
between the two letters ( /khà?/ ), except with à in some cases 
( ข ล is often read /khl-/ ) as well as with ว and 9 considered as 
dipthong and vowel. 


Ex: ขบ /khop/ ( to crack with the teeth ) 
ข ย ิ บ ต า /kha?yiptaa/ ( to wink, to blink ) 
ขวด [khüat/ ( bottle ) 


ขอ ง /khdon/ ( things ) 


[kh-/ |] 


OBSOLETE 


now replaced by ข ไข ่ И 


[kh-/ /-k/ 


ค ค ว า ย /khoo khuaay/ ( buffalo ) 


พ ร ร ค /phak/ ( group, multitude -of similar people or articles- ) 


ค ร in initial position is usually read /khr-/ 


Ex: ค ร ั ้ ง /khray/ ( occasion, time ) 


- ค ร ร is rare. 


when ค is directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial 
position, the short inherent vowel /-a?/ or /-o-| is pronounced 
between the two letters ( /kha?/ ), except with ล in some cases 
( ค ล is often read /khl-/ ) as wellas with ? and อ considered as 


dipthong and vowel. 
Ex: ค ณิ ต | /kha?nit/ ( the science of computation ) 
ค น [khon/ ( person ) 
ค ล อ ง [khloog/ (canal) 
ค ว ร /khuan/ ( to ought to ) 
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ต /kh-/ / ฯ ป 


OBSOLETE: 


now replaced by ค ค ว า ย 


и /kh-/ /-k/ 


ฆ ร ะ ฆ ั ง /khoo r4?khan/ (temple bell ) 


IN /méek/ ( cloud ) 


- mainly occurs in old words. 


- one common word: ฆ้ อ ง /kh5on/ ( gong ) 
ง [yl ; 
ง ง /| ข ว ว guu/ (snake) 
ล ิ ง /lig/ ( monkey ) 

- Xi and 433 are rare. 

- ง directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial position, 
only occurs in a few words. The short inherent vowel /-o-/ is usually 
read between the two letters, except with 2 and อ considered as 
dipthong and vowel. 

จ Äl Hl 
จ จ า น / ง ว ว jaan/ (plate) 
ด ู จ /dut/ ( like, just as. . ) 


- 33 in initial position is usually read /jà?r./, with the inherent [-a?] 


pronounced between the two consonants. 


two common exceptions: จ ร ะ เข้ [joo rá?kée/ ( crocodile ) 
334 [jin] (to be true) 3 is 
silent. 


- 933 is таге but there are two common words to memorize: 


จ ร ร ย า /janyaa/ ( behaviour, morality ) 


จ ร ร โล ง [janloog/ — (to prevent from falling, to support ) 


- When 9 is directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial 
position, the short inherent /-a?/ or /-o-/ is pronounced between the 
two letters, ( /ja?/ ), except with ว and อ considered as dipthong 


and vowel. 
Ça /ch-/ 
n นิ ง [сһә chin/ ( type of musical instrument ) 


never occurs in syllable-final position. 


- 95 and 133 are rare. 


- When я is directly followed by another consonant, in: word-initial 
position, the short inherent /-a?/ is usually pronounced between the 


two letters ( /chà?/ ), except with ว and อ considered as dipthong 


and vowel. 
% [ch-/. [-t] 
q ช้ า ง [choo cháag/ ( elephant ) 
ป ร ะ โย ชน ์ /pra?ydot/ (tobe useful) -Irregular tone- 


- 45 in initial position is usually read /chr-/ but it is rare. 


- When ช is directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial 


position, the short inherent /-a?/ or /-o-/ is pronounced between 
the two letters ( /chá?/ ),except with ว and 9 considered as dipthong 


and vowel. 


ชม /chom/ ( to admire ) 
ช่ ว ย /chüay/ ( to help, to assist ) 
ช้ อ ง /ch2on/ ( wig ) 


ซ 14 /soo sOo/ (chain for animals ) 


never occurs in syllable-final position. 


: 9/3 directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial position, 


only occurs in a few words. 


- one common word with ¥ used as the initial: ซอ ย /sooy/ (small 


streets perpendicular to the main streets ) 


f£ /ch-/ /-t/ 


ณ เณ อ [choo chaa/ (small bush -old word- ) 


- this letter only occurs in a few words. 


Iy-| dal 


© 


ญ ห ญิ ง —/yoo yin/ ( woman ) 
บ ั ง เอ ิ ญ /ban?9an/ ( accidently ) 


- this letter rarely occurs in initial position. 


| 


a “AN 
- one common word: ญี ่ ป ุ ่ น /yiipun/ ( Japanese ) 


я /&/ oH 
ฎ ชฎา [doo chá?daa/ ^ (classical dance hat ) 


ny [kot] ( rule ) 


- this letter is nearly obsolete in initial position. 


à /t/ 
g ป ร ะ ม ู ๊ ก [too prà?tàk/ .  (harpoon ) 
ป ร า ก ฏ [praakót/ ( clear, manifest; to seem, to appear ) 
- this letter rarely occurs in initial position. 
в  /th-/ [At] 
ฐ ฐา น [thJo thšan/ ( base, platform ) 
ป ร ะ เส ร ิ ฐ  /prà?sòat/ ( precious, esteemed ) 
- this letter rarely occurs in initial position. 
m = /th-/ /-t/ 


ฑ ม ณ โ ฑ /tho9 monthoo/ (a character in the Ramayana ) 


ค ร ุ ฑ [khrüt/ ( Garuda -mythical bird- ) 
- this letter is mainly found in syllable-final position. 


= /%/ /-t/ 


ฒ ผู ้ เฒ่า [оо phiuthado/ (old and respected person ) 
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оо Є 


- this letter is nearly obsolete. 


ณ /n/ 
ณ เณ ร [noo neen/ ( young buddhist monk ) 
ค ุ ณ [khun/ ( title used in front of first names to show 
respect ) 
- this letter is mainly found in syllable-final position. 
ด / ๕ / [4] 
d ` 
ด เด ก [doo dek/ ( children ) 
ต ล า ด / เ ล ? ไ ล ล ป ( market place ) 

- ต ร is usually pronounced /da?r.../ with the short inherent vowel 
/-a?/ pronounced between the two letters, but it is rare. 

- ด directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial position, 
only occurs in a few words, but is usually pronounced with the short 
inherent vowel /-a?/ or /-o-/ between the two letters ( /dà?/ ), 
except with ว and อ considered as dipthong and vowel. 

ต / ป 
ต เต ่ า [too tao/ ( turtle ) 
ชี ว ิ ต [chiiwit/ life, age ) 


- #5 іп initial position is usually read /tr. . . / 


Ex: ต ร ง /tron/ ( straight ) 


ต ร ว จ  /trüat/ ( to verify ) 


- when A is directly followed by another consonant, in word-initiat 


position, the short inherent vowel /-a?/ ог /-o-/ is pronounced 


between the two letters ( [ta?] ), except with 3 and อ considered 


as dipthong and vowel. 


Ex: $31 [tóm] ( to cook in water ) 
ต ล า ด /ta?laat/ ^ (market place) 
ต ้ อ ง /t5y/ ( must, to have to ) 
9  /tb/ /-t/ 
ถ ถุ ง [th2o thün/ ( bag ) 
ร ถ Irót/ ( vehicle ) 


- 05 and AJI are rare. 


- when Q is directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial 
position, the short inherent vowel /-a?/ or /-o-/ is pronounced 
between the two letters ( /thà?/ ), except with 3 and อ considered 


as dipthong and vowel. 


Ex: ถนน /tha?ndén/ (street) 
ถ่ ม /thom/ ( to spit ) 
ถ้วย [thüay/ ( cup ) 

ท /th-/ |- ป 


ท ทหาร /thoo tha?hšan/ (soldier ) 


บ า ท /baat/ ( baht -Thai currency- ) 
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- ท ร in initial position is usually read: 


/s-/ asin ท ร ั พ ย ์ / sap/ ( wealth, possessions ) 
ท ร า บ [saap/ ( to know ) 
ท ร า ย /saay/ ( sand ) 
ท ร ุ ด [sát] ( to shrink, to lessen ) 


[thoor.../asin NI  /thoorá?/ ( prefix equal to “un” or “dis” ) 


ท ร ะ ส ุ ม — [thoorá?sim/ ( put together, bunched, clustered ) 


- when ท is directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial 
position, the short inherent vowel /-a?/ or /-o-/ is pronounced 
between the two letters ( /tha?/ ), except with ว and อ considered 


as dipthong and vowel. 


Ex: ท น /thon/ ( to endure, to bear ) 
ท ว ด /thüat/ ( great-grandfather or mother ) 
н /th-/ [t 
$ ชง [їһәә thon/ (flag): 
โก ร ช / ๒ เอ ๐ ป ( to be or become angry ) 


- $3 in initial position is usually read /tho2r.../ but only occurs ina 


few words. 


- $33 in initial position mainly occurs in compound words beginning 
with the monosyllabic word ชร ร ม /tham/ (justice; Dharma -Buddhist 
teaching- ) 


42 


- when 3$ is directly followed by another consonant in word-initial 
position, the short inherent vowel /-a?/ or sometimes /-o-/ is 


pronounced between the two letters ( /thá?/ ). 


น /n/ 
น ห น ู [noo nüu/ (mouse) 
อ ้ ว น [an/ ( to be fat, corpulent ) 

- น ร rarely occurs in initial position. 
one common word: น ร ถก /na?r6k/ ( hell ) 

- when WM isdirectly followed by another consonant, in word-initial 
position, the short inherent vowel /-a?/ or /-o-/ is pronounced 
between the two letters ( /n2?/ ), except with 3 and 9 considered 
as dipthong and vowel. 

Ex: uf [nók/ ( bird ) 
น ค ร /na?khoon/ (city) 
น อ ก = /ndok/ ( outside, exterior ) 
บ /b-/ /-| 
บ ใบ ไม ้ | เว ว baymáay/ (leaf ) 
ด ิ บ / dip/ ( raw, unripe, half-cooked ) 


- 13 in initial position is usually pronounced /boo г... /. Lots of 
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words begin with บ ร ิ /boori?. . |. 
* Ex: บ ร ิ ษั ท {boo ณ์? ร ล ้ ป (business company ) 


- บ ร ร in initial position is usually read /ban/. 


Ех: บ ร ร ณา ก า ร /bannaakaan/ ( gift, present ) 


บ ร ร ด า /bandaa/ ( whole, entire; everyone ) 


- when U is directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial 
position, the inherent vowel /-o-/ is usually pronounced between 


the two letters, except with ว and อ considered as dipthong and 


vowel. 
Ex UU /bdn/ ( to lament, to deplore ) 
บ ่ ว ง /buay/ (aloop ) 


บ อ ก /b3ok/ ( to tell ) 


ป /p/ 
ป ป ล า [рээ plaa/ ( kind of fish ) 
ท ว ี ป / tha?wiip/ (continent ) 


- ป ร in initial position is usually read /pr-/ and occasionally /pa?r. . / 
with the short inherent vowel /-a?/(mainly words beginning with 1/3). 


Ex: ป ร ะ จ ํ า ป ี [prà?jampii/ ( annual, annually ) 
ป ร ะ ต ู /pra?tuu/ ( door ) 
- ป ร ร is rare. 
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— Sy 


- when ป is directly followed by another consonant, ไท word-initial 
position, the short inherent vowel /-a?/ or sometimes /-o-/ is 
pronounced between the two letters ( /pà?/ ), except in most cases 
with ล ( ป ล is usually read /pl-/ ) as well as with ว and อ 


considered as dipthong and vowel. 


Ex: ป ก ต ิ /pokka?ti?/ ( normal ) 
ป ล า /plaa/ ( kind of fish ) | 
ป อ ด [p3ot] ( lung ) 
[ph-/ 
ผ ผึ่ง [ph3o phan/ ( bee ) 


never occurs in syllable-final position. 


- йз only occurs in a few words in initial position. 


- N33 is rare. 


- when N is directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial 


position, the short inherent vowel /-a?/ or sometimes /-o-/ is 
pronounced between the two letters ( /pha?/ ), except in most cases 
with à ( ผล isusually read /phl-/ ) as wellas with ว and อ 


considered as dipthong and vowel. 


Ex: ผม /phóm/ ( hair; I, me -man speaking- ) 


ผล ั ด /phlat/ ( to take turns with, to change places 
with ) 
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พ 
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ฝ ฝา [ә fáa (lid, cover ) 


never occurs in syllable-final position. 


-A is tarely directly followed by another consonant in word-initial 
position. There are three common words to memorize. 


ฝน /fdn/ (rain) and ฝน ต ก /f8ntdk/ (тогай) 
ฝรั่ง /fà?ràn/ ( the white race of people ) 
ฝรั่ง เศ ส /fà?rànsëet/ (French) 


/ph-/ /-p/ 
พ พ า น /phoo phaan/ ( offering tray ) 
ก ร ุ ง เท พ ฯ — /krupth&ep/ ( Bangkok ) 


- พ ร in initial position is usually read /phr-/ 
Ex: พ ร ้ อ ม /phrdom/ ( to be ready ) 


- W33 in initial position only occurs in a few words and is usually 
pronounced /phan/. 


- when W is directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial 
position, the short inherent vowel /-a?/ or sometimes /o/ is 
pronounced between the two letters ( /phá?/ ), except in most cases. 
with à (WA is usually read /phl-/ ) as well as with 3 and อ 


considered as dipthong and vowel. 


Ex: พ ย า ง ค ์ /pha?yaan/ ( syllable ) 


พ ว ก /phiiak/ ( crowd, group of people ) 
wo  /phoo/ ( enough, sufficient; as soon as ) 


/£-/ 


ฟ ฟั น [foo fan/ (tooth) 


never occurs in syllable final position, except in a few loanwords borrowed 


from English. 


Ex อ อ ฟ ฟ ิ ต /230pfit/ (office) 


- 1 directly followed by another consonant is rare. 


/ph-/ /-p/ 
ภ ส ํ า เภ า /phoo samphao/ ( chinese junk ) 
ain [laap/ ( acquisition of gain ) 


- ภร in initial position is usually read /phr-/ or /pha?r.../ with the 


short inherent vowel /-a?/ N3 only occurs in a few words. 


- ภร ร in initial position is usually read /phan/; it only occurs іп a 


very few words. 


- when f! is directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial 
position, the short inherent vowel /-a?/ is usually read between the 
two letters ( /phá?/ ). 
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ม /m/ 
y 2 
ม ม า [moo maa/ ( horse ) 
ย ิ ม /yim/ ( smile, to smile ) 

- ม ร in initial position is usually pronounced /ma?r.../ with the 
short inherent vowel /-a?/ pronounced between the two letters, but 
it is rare. 
two exceptions: NINA /moora?kot/ ( emerald ) 

ม ร ส ุ ม /moora?stm/ ( raining season ) 

- іп N33, 1315 pronounced /-a-/ or /-an/ but only occurs in a few 
words. 

- when ม is directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial 
position, the short inherent vowel /-a?/ or /-o-/ is pronounced 
between the two letters ( /má?/ ), except with ว and 9 considered 
as dipthong and vowel. 

Ex: ม ด /mot/ ( ants ) 
ม ่ ว ง [mban] ( purple, violet ) 
ม ห า ว ิ ท ย า ล ั ย /má?hlawitthi?yaalay/ ( university ) 
ม อ /moo/ ( grey, ash colour ) 
ย /у-[ 
ม c " . 
ย ย ก ษ [yoo yak/ ( giant, superhuman creatures ) 


never occurs in final position as a consonant. 
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- § is aconsonant in syllable-initial position. | 


- Ü never occurs in syllable-medial position. 


ย is part of a compound vocalic when in syllable-final position. 


- 03 and ย ร ร are rare. 


- when 9 is directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial 
position, the short inherent vowel /-a?/ or /-o-| is pronounced 
between the two letters ( /ya?/ ), except with ว and อ considered 


as dipthong and vowel. 


Ex 8 [yon] ( to shorten, to abbreviate; wrinkle ) 


[yá?mók/ (the mark “q” used in Thai writing 
after a word or a phrase which is to be 


repeated, a repetition mark ). 


[y$om/ ( to dye ) 


ร เร ื อ [roo rua/ ( boat ) 


อ า ห า ร /®ааһап/ ( food ) 


- when 3 isa final placed directly after the initial, in a syllable which 


does not carry any vocalic symbol, it is pronounced /-oon/. 


Ex: น ค ร [ná?khoo n/ ( city ) 
- when 3 is followed by a consonant in initial position, it follows the 


same rulesas 8. 


- when 3 occurs alone in the middle of a word as the initial of a syllable , 
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which does not have any written vocalic, it is pronounced /rá?/ 


with the short inherent vowel /-a?/. 


Ex: ม ร ก ต /moorakot/ ( emerald ) 


when 33 occurs in syllable-medial position, it has the same value as 
the short vowel(*-) ไม ้ ห ั น อ า ก า ศ / เ ฑ ล ์ ขน แล ั ก ? ล ล ไ เล ้ อ | ( stick turning in the 


air ), and is pronounced /-a-/. 


Ex: ธร ร ม /tham/ ( justice; Dharma -Buddhist teaching- ) 


when 33 occurs in syllable-final position, it is pronounced /-an/ 


Ex: ก ร ร ไก ร /kankray/ (scissors ) 


when 33 occurs in syllable-final position followed by another syllable, 
the second 3 has a double function in some cases. It is the final of 
the first syllable and the initial of the second. 


Ex: ภร ร ย า /phanra?yaa/ ( wife, spouse ) 


- 53 iscalled ร ห ั น / ธ ว ว han/ 


In initial position it mainly occurs in the following combinations: 


ก ร ร usually read /kan/ 
BIIN usually read /tham/ 
บ ร ร usually read /ban/ 


- when 3 occurs directly after the syllable-initial, it is silent in some 


cases. 
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main combinations: 713, #3, ส ร 


Ex: ท ร า บ [saap/ ( to know ) 
เศ ร ้ า /sao/ (to be sad ) 


ส ร ้ อ ย ค อ  /sSykhoo/ (necklace) 


one special word beginning with จ ร : 


จ ร ิ ง fig/ ( truth ) 


REMARK: As shown in the examples given above, when 3 is silent, instead of the 


initial, 5 carries all upperscript symboles (see chapter 12 ). 


3 canbesilent in syllable-final position ( see pages 117 and 118 ). 


a / ป fal 
ล ล ิ ง [loo lip (monkey) 
ต ํ า บ ล /tambon/ (district ) 


- ล ร and ล ร ร ` are rare. 


- when ล is directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial 
position, the short inherent vowel /-a?/ or /-o-/ is pronounced 
between the two letters ( /lá?/ ), except with ว and ย considered as 


dipthong and vowel. 


Ex: AU Пбр/ ( to erase") 
ล ม Пот/ ( wind ) 
an [tiay/ ( to pass by, to slip away -time-; to do 


violence to ) 


ล อ ย | ไว ว ง | ( to float ) 
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ว Iw-| 


ว แห ว น |/ พ ว ว wEEn/ (ring) 


never occurs in final position as a consonant. 


- ว isaconsonant when ไท syllable-initial position. 
- ว is the dipthong /-ua-/ in syllable-medial position. 


- ว is part of a compound vocalic when in syllable-final position. 


ว ร in initial position is usually read /wa?r./ with the short inherent 


vowel /-a?/, but only occurs in a few words. 


ว ร ร only occurs in a very few words. 


one common word: ว ร ร ค ต อ น /waktoon/ ( paragraph ) 


- when ว is directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial 
position, the short inherent vowel /-a?/ or /-o-/ is pronounced 


between the two letters ( /wa?/ ), except with อ considered as a 


vowel. 
Ex: ว ร ุ ณ /wa?run/ (a male first name ) 
ว อ น /woon/ ( to implore ) 
й Ís] [A] 
ศ ศา ล า [sda saalaa/ ( public rest house ) 


аво called AA from its resemblance to the letter а. 


52 


อ า ก า ศ /2aakaat/ ( air, atmosphere ) 


ป ร ะ เท ศ /pra?théet/ ( country, nation ) 


- ศร in initial position is usually read: 


[sàtr...| with the short inherent vowel /-a?/ 


Ex: ศร า ว ก /sh?raawok/ ( buddhist monk ) 


/s-/ then 3 is silent. 


a v 
Ex: ศร [sil (splendor ) 


- in #33, 33 is usually pronounced /-а-/, but it only occurs in a few 


words. 


- when ศี is directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial 
position, the short inherent vowel /-a?/ or sometimes /-o-/ is 
pronounced between the two letters ( /sà?/ ) , except with ว and 


occasionally อ considered as dipthong and vowel. 


M fs [A] 
a v lo Y. . N m 
HAH /soo ru?sii/ ( hermit devoting his time to meditation ) 
พ ิ ษ [phit/ ( poison ) 


- only occurs in a few words as an initial. 


€ jsd F-J 


ส เส ื อ 1829 süa| (tiger) 


also called ส ล from its resemblance to the letter а. 


โอ ก า ส /?00kaat/ ( opportunity, occasion ) 


- #5 in initial position is usually read: 


/sa?r.../ with the short inherent /-a?/ 


Ex: ส ร ะ /sa?ra?/ ( vocalic, vowel ) 


/s-/ then š is silent. 


Y 
Ex ส ร ะ ว ่ า ย น ํ า /5 อ ใ พ ล ิ บ ท ล์ ล ๓ ท / ( swimming-pool ) 


- in ส ร ร , 33 is usually read /-a-/ or /-an/, but it only occurs in a few 


words. 


- when @ is directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial 
position, the short inherent vowel /-a?/ or /-o-/ is pronounced 
between the two letters ( /sà?/ ), except with 3 and 9 considered 


as dipthong and vowel. 


Ex: gån [sa?]àk/ ( to carve ) 
ส ว น [stan] ( garden ) 
ส ว ย ม [sàtwa?yom/ ( oneself; voluntarily ) 
ส อ ง [s3og/ ( two ) 
ห [h-] 
ห Т [h3o hiip/ ( trunk, box ) 


never occurs in final position. 
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- this letter corresponds to a puff. 


- M is placed before eight G3 sonorants which do not have their 


equivalent in G2 to change their characteristics, therefore changing 


© 


the tone of the syllable when required: 4, QJ, И, N, U, 3, ล and 2. 


ห isthencalled ห น ํ า [hoo nam/. 


Ex: ห น ึ ่ ง [nun] (one) 
ห ม า [maa] (dog) 
แห ว น IwBEn/ (ring) 


- Из in initial position is usually read: 


[hà?r. ../ with the short inherent vowel /-a?/, but it only occurs in a 


few words. 


- when її is directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial 


position, it is either: 


ห น ํ า placed before one of the eight G3 sonorants given above. 


` 


a v 
ห ม /mii/ ( bear ) 
ห ม ู [mbu] (рів) 
| ห ย ุ ด [yùt/ ( to stop ) 
4 y ^ 
ห ญา [yaa] ( grass or low herb ) 
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OR: 


ห ห ื บ used as the syllable initial directly followed by the final 
with the short inherent vowel /-o-/ pronounced between the two lettersasin ห ก 


[hók/ (sik), but it is only found in a few words. 


พ // [ml 
ฬ จ ุ ฬา | ไว ว ง] นํ? ไล ล / ( star-shaped kite ) 
ล ค ุ ฬ /la?khun/ ( walking stick ) 


- this letter is now nearly obsolete. 


อ /?-/ 
อ อ ่ า ง [299 ?àay/ ( bucket ) 


never occurs in final position as a consonant. 


- 98 is a consonant in syllable-initial position. It is silent and is only 
used to carry the vocalic when a pure vocalic value is required, as 


vocalics never occur alone nor in syllable-initial position. 


- อ is a vowel when in syllable-medial position. 


- อ is a vowel or part of a compound vocalic when in syllable-final 


position. 


- 93 in initial position is usually read with the short inherent vowel 


/-a?/ between the two letters. 


1 ` ` 
Ex: อ ร อ ย [?a?ro у] (delicious ) 
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- อ ร ร in initial position only occurs in a few words. 


- when อ is directly followed by another consonant, in word-initial 
position, the short inherent vowel /-a?/ is usually pronounced 
between the two letters ( /?à?/ ), except with ว and อ considered 


as dipthong and vowel. 


Ex: อ ธิ บ า ย / Фа? М? baay/ ( to explain ) 
อ น ึ ่ ง [?à?này/ ( besides ) 
อ น ุ ญา ต /? ล ? ๓ น ์ ? ข ล ิ ล ป ( to allow ) 
อ อ ก [?3o k/ ( to go out or away ) 


as ewe 


- when อ occurs in front of the four following words, it is called อ Wi 


/|? ว ว nam/ and changes the characteristics of 8. 


อ ย ่ า [yaa] (donot...) 
อ ย า ก /yaak/ ( to want to ) 
อ ย ่ า ง [yaan] (sort, kind ) 
อย ู ่ [yuu] ( to stay, to live, to be at ) 


ฮ h 


ฮ น ก ฮู ก [hoo nókhüuk/ (owl) 


never occurs in syllable-final position. 


- this letter only occurs in a few words in initial position. 


8) THE SIX CONSONANT PHONETIC VALUES IN SYLLABLE—FINAL 


POSITION: 
Eight consonant letters are never found in syllable-final position: Я, Й, Й, 
Y, ย , 2, อ and 8. (when 8,2 and อ occurin final position, they are 


not considered as consonants ). 


Among the twenty-one consonant phones which exist in syllable-initial 
position, only six are found in syllable-final position: /-k/. /-p/, /-t/ or dead 


endings and /-m/, /-n/, /- ญ or live endings. 


DEAD endings LIVE endings 
[ON | ๆ | M 
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ан 


СНАРТЕК 6 
TWO SETS ОЕ SPECIAL LETTERS. 


In addition to vocalics and consonants there are four symbols which each 


represent a combination of a consonant and a vowel sound. They come from 


Sanskrit and appear in the consonant alphabet. They follow the same tone rules as 


G3 consonants. 


q 


ภ 


: is the only one the student might ever encounter. 


can have three different pronunciations depending on the word in which it 
ismet: /ri?/ asin อังกฤษ /?apkñt/ (English ) 
/ra?/ asin ฤดู [rá?duu/ — (season) 


/raa/ asin ฤกษ์ [rak] ( auspicious time ) 


occurs as the initial in a few words, as: 


ฤดู /ra?duu/ — (season) 


99 | ณ์ ? ต ป ( holy man ) 


occurs as the second componant of G1 or G3 clusters or groupings: 


ต ฤ ท / trit/ ( to set free ) 


ม ฤ ท ุ [ma?ra?tu?] ( to be soft, delicate ) 


occurs between 3 and ล in the consonant alphabetical order. 


: can only. be pronounced /ruu/. 


is now very rarely used. 


occurs between t| and Q in the alphabetical order. 


and ภา are practically obsolete nowadays. 
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CHAPTER 7 


SPECIAL SYMBOLS 


1) THE REPETITION SYMBOL: ๆ ขม ก /ya?mdk/ 


It is used to show that the previous word or group of words is to be repeated. 
A space is to be left before and after ๆ . 


Ex: 190 [bay] (often) 
บ ่ อ ย ๆ [bd yb3y/ (very often) 
2) THE ABBREVIATION SYMBOL: ๆ พ ย า น น ้ อ ย  /phí?yaannóoy| 
It is used to abbreviate long names. 
A space is to be left before and after ๆ . 
Ex: ก ร ุ ง เท พ ฯ /krunthéep/ ( Bangkok ) 


ก ร ุ ง เท พ ม ห า น ค ร — /krugthéepprá?má?hAana?khoon/ 


3) THE “ETC...” SYMBOL: чал พ ย า น ให ญ่ /phá?yaanyày/ 


When spoken it is pronounced very short nã | 


A space is to be left before and after 4à4 . 


4) THE SILENCE SYMBOL: £ mud  [kaaran/ 


It is often used above a word-final consonant when it is not pronounced. 


Then the letter does not interfere in the tone of the syllable. This symbol is 


discussed in chapter "Silence with and without silence marker", chapter 14. 
| 


EXERCISE 1 


This first exercise covers monosyllabic words pronounced in the middle tone 
to help the student concentrate on both vocalic and consonant alphabets, on the 
position of each vocalic, on the most common consonants used as live consonant- 


endings, and on the pronunciation of each letter. 


1) METHOD: 


A) Transcribe the phonetic value of each word in the space provided, keeping the 


answers covered until you have completed the exercise. 


B) Read each word aloud, trying to exaggerate the length of short and long vowels. 


C) Cover up each word ( left column ) and find the right spelling with the help of 
the phonetics. 


2) NOTES: 


There are no intricate consonant combinations. 
There are no inherents. 


Words are given in the dictionary alphabetical order. 


3) ADVICE: 


A) Do not skip any part of the exercise as it is a perfect practice to recognize 


syllables and thus be able to apply the tone rules and separate words in sentences. 


B) Do not memorize word meanings at this stage, it would not help you now as you 


are working on writing, spelling and pronouncing words! 
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๒ = ๑ ๑ ๒ 


EXERCISE 


( kettle; crow ) 


( to scratch, to scrape with nails. . 


( to shave ) 

( teacher ) 

( to wait ) 

( word, mouthful ) 


(named, called ) 


[kaa] 


. ) /kao/ 


/koon/ 
/khruu/ 
[khooy/ 
/kham/ 
/khuu/ 


( when placed before a person’s name /khun/ 


this word shows additional respect ) 


( to chat ) 

( contiguous; near ) 
(lamp у 

( to bend; bent, curved ) 
(sesame; ivory ) 

(snake ) 

( money; silver ) 


( plate ) 


( chinese ) 

( defeated, finished, ruined ) 

( to fry out the fat ) 

( to persuade, to influence ) 

( to hate, to dislike ) 

( citizens or inhabitants of ) 

( to taste, to try ) 

( to bid courteously to come ) 


( to drill, to pierce ) 


/khuy/ 
/khian/ 
/khoom/ 
[goo] 
[yaa] 
[yuu] 
/yan/ 


/jaan/ 


/[jiin/ 
[jey/ 
[jiao/ 
/chuan/ 
/chan/ 
/chaao/ 
/chim/ 
/chean/ 


/chay/ 


แบ น 


๑ . . . . . . . . 


~ T T T > 


eee ee 


EXERCISE ANSWER 


( to absorb; to be drowsy ) [sum] 
( tasteless ) [sen] ү 
( contemplation, meditative /chaan/ 


absorption ) 
( supernatural power, higher degree — /yaan/ 
of knowledge derived from meditation ) 


( novices in the Buddhist priesthood ) /neen/ 


( to tie ) | dooy/ 
( pair of scales ) /dun/ 

( month ) [duan/ 
( bright red ) /dEEn/ 
( who, whoever; any; what ) /day/ 

( part; paragraph ) [toon] 
( body; classifier for animals. .... ) / ใ ห ญ่ 

( to warn ) [tuan] 
( gold ) /thoon/ 
( to predict ) /thaay/ 
( to do, to make ) /tham/ 
( to pour ) /thee/ 
( candle ) /thian/ 
( you, he -familiar- ) /thəə | 
( butter ) [ ถ อ อ ง | 
( apathetic ) /nuay/ 
( line, row ) /nEEo/ 


( collective name for lotus and water /bua/ 
lilies ) 


( flat, even ) /bEEn/ 
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ม ว ย 


เล า ๆ 


doa 
RN] 
ded 
iau 
[es od 
[....] 
[сы] 
2 
ыы 
РЕС. 
bud 
acd 
kat] 
[ыз] 
2 21 
ee, 
Tata 
[...] 
MONT, 
ล 0 
hasal 
| sanu 
: 


EXERCISE 


( designatory particle for leaves, 
round hollow objects ) 

(crab ) 

( year ) 

( to go ) 

( enough; as soon as ) 


( to tumble down, to be in a ruinous 
condition ) 
( tooth ) 


( fire ) 
( danger ) 
( act of boxing ) 
( to come ) 
( there is. . ; to have) 
( to be slightly dizzy ) 
( hand ) 
( drunk ) 
( long -in length- ) 
( to learn, to study ) 
( boat ) 
( shelter, habitation ) 
โร ง เร ี ย น /roonrian/ 
( to float ) 
( to forget; to open -eyes- ) 


| (approximately -roughly- ) 


( day ) 


ANSWER 


[bay] 


/puu/ 
/pii/ 
/pay/ 
[phoo / 


/phay/ 


/fan/ 
/fay/ 
/phay/ 
/muay/ 
[maa] 
[miji] 
[mun] 
/muu/ 
[mao] 
[yaao] | 
/rian/ 
/rua/ 
[roog/ 

( school ) 
[ay] 
[luum/ 


Дао 1ao/ 


/wan/ 


ว า ว 
เว ร 
อ ว ย 
อ อ ม 


เอ า 


EXERCISE part 2: 


— ~ ~ ~ — 
. А ` . . 
" " . . . 


EXERCISE 


( bright, shining ) 

( in turns, by shift ) 
( to give, to grant ) 
( to save up ) 


(to want;...) 


ANSWER 


/waao/ 
/ween/ 
[?uay/ 
[дәт 


[ао] 


A) Find the group of each initial. Which group is missing ? 


B) Look for all the short vowels, what do all syllables have in common ? 


ur pe»unououd aq иво ə[qz|[Ás Jo ədÁ1 UJI Р AJUO JEYI SMOUS oSIoJoXo SII], 


JUBUOSUOD SAI YIIM ร ร [ด 3[145 peso[o ur INDIO SABATE STOMOA 310Us JJe ว ร ร ไว (9 


* 


01 191deyo ur peure[dxo s? ‘пој әгррїш oy} 


`sgurpuə 


"BUISSI st ZO (v 


HAMSNV 
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CHAPTER 8 


CONSONANTS WITH TWO FUNCTIONS 
IN 
WORD-MEDIAL POSITION 


( This chapter is still too intricate at this stage and should not be considered before studying chapter 12. ) 


1) GENERAL CASES: 


In some cases a word-medial consonant is pronounced twice: first as the final 
of the preceding syllable and then as the initial of the following syllable pronounced 
with the inherent /-a?/. 


Examples. 
ธร ร ม ู ดา / thamma?daa/ ( ordinary ) 
ป ก ต ิ /pdkkA?ti?/ ( normal ) 
ไม ้ จ ั ต ว า /mayjatta? waa/ ( third tonal marker ) 
ร ั ฐ บ า ล /rattha?baan/ ( government ) 
ส ั ป ด า ห ์ /sappa?daa/ ( week ) 
อ พ ย พ [^ópphá?yóp/ ( to migrate ) 
อ พ ย พ เข ้ า เม ื อ ง /Joppha?yépkhaomuan/ (to immigrate ) 


* A dot has been placed below the consonant with two functions. 
2) SPECIAL CASES: 


As there are only six final consonant phones ( /-k/, /-p/, /-t/ and /-m/, /-n/, 
[-9/, ), several consonants which have two functions in word-medial position are 


pronounced according to both their initial and final phonetic value. 


Examples: 


fi จ ู ว ั ต ร /kitja2wat/ (routine ) Here 4 is silent (see chapter 14 ). 


เก ษ ต ุ ร ก ร  /ka?séettra?koon/ (agriculture ) 
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โฆ ษ ณ า /khootsa?naa/ 


ผล ไม ้ /phonla?mday/ 
ม ล ร ั ฐ /monla?rat/ 
ศา ส ู น า /saatsa?naa/ 

3) REMARKS: 


( advertisement, announcement; to. 


advertise ) 

( fruit ) 

(state) asin anig /sa?ha?rat/ 
( United States ) 


( religion ) 


a) 3, Y, W, ว and single 3 are never found in medial position with the 


double function. 


b) The tone rules are applied just as if there were two letters. 
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CHAPTER 9 
SYLLABLES 


1) GENERALITIES: 


As each syllable has its own pronunciation according to its spelling, it is 
most important to be able to divide words into syllables. This might sound rather 


difficult at first but soon becomes a reflex. 
A) The initial is always a consonant. 


B) A syllable is either 


open : ending in a vocalic phone 


or closed : ending in a consonant phone. 


C) Open syllables with no written vocalic: the inherent /-a?/ or /- ว ว / istobe 


pronounced after the initial. 


Closed syllables with no written vocalic : the inherent /-o-/ is to be pronounced 


between the two consonants. 
D) A syllable is either dead or live. 
Dead endings: 


dead consonant endings: /-k/, /-p/ and /-t/. 


dead vocalic endings : all short vowels. 
Live endings: 


live consonant endings: /-m/, /-n/ and /-n/. 


live vocalic endings : long vowels; dipthongs and tripthongs. 


It is most important to make the distinction between live and dead syllables 


to be able to apply the tone rules. 
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1 
4 
1 
ว 
j 


2) PHONETIC TRANSCRIPTION OF LIVE AND DEAD SYLLABLES: 


Vocalic symbols do not always take the same position as their phones but 
consonants do. 


DEAD SYLLABLES LIVE SYLLABLES 


a) 


inherent /-a?/ e) consonant + long vocalic 


consonant + 


short vowel 


b) inherent /-о-/ f) inherent /-o- 


consonant + + DCE consonant + + LCE 


short vowel short vowel 


c) C + LV + Dead Consonant Ending 


g) C + LV + Live Consonant Ending 


3) HOW TO SEPARATE SYLLABLES: 


Although it is not always possible to tell where syllables end, there are several 


indications to bear in mind. 


A) Upper and underscript symbols are only carried by initials: 


Examples: 
$ < n У 3 
น า แข ง [nam khEn/ ( ice ) 
ไป บ ้ า น /pay baan/ ( to go home ) 
ส ํ า ค ั ญ [вата khan/ ( to be important ) 


Exceptions: When the initial is double all symbols are carried by the second 


consonant, ( see chapter 12, page 97 ), as in: 
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ใก ล ้ /klay/ ( to be near ) 
* เป ล ่ า [plàao/ ( to be empty ) 
พ ร ุ ่ ง น ี [phrüy ท น ิ ์ / ( tomorrow ) 


* See page 28 for the length of the vocalic phone. 
B) Some vocalic letters have their own position in the syllable: 
d A 3 3 ๑ 
—-, beg —9—, ——, I——, MT, are only found in closed syllables. 


A ๐ : 
- ะ , เ - อ ะ , 1-9, 1—15, l-g, 2e, i-z, แ - ะ , “1, ใ -, ไ - are only found in 


open syllables. 


C) All compound dipthong and tripthong letters are only found in open syllables 


el 
except 1-0 and เซ ย which occur in both closed and open syllables. 


Examples: 
เม ี ย /mia/ (wife ) เร ี ย น [rian/ ( school ) 
เร ื อ /raa/ (boat) เพ ื ่ อ น [phGan/ ( friend ) 


D) Eight consonants never occur in syllable-final position: 


a, А, Hl, ห , U, 2, 9 and 8. 


NOTE: 


When ย , ว or อ are found in final position they are elements of compound 


vocalics ( อ is also used as /-29/ ). 


E) Initials followed by an inherent: 


[-a?| : the initial never carries any tonal marker. 
/-o-/ + the initial carries a tonal marker wheri required. 


/-90/ : the initial never carries any tonal marker. 
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EXERCISE 2 


1) METHOD: 


A) Transcribe the phonetic value of each word with the tones, on a paper, keeping 


the space provided for the exercise and the answers covered up. 
Divide each word into syllables with the help of the preceding rules. 


Fill in the space provided for the phonetic transcription, keeping the answers 
covered up. A gap has been left between each syllable to show clearly their 
characteristics: open or closed, live or dead vocalic ending, live or dead consonant 


ending. 


B) Read each word aloud, trying to exaggerate the length of the short and long 


vowels. 


C) Cover up each word ( left column ) and find its right spelling with the help of the 
phonetics. Whenever you do not know whether a consonant belongs to G2 or G3 


leave a gap, finish writing the word and check the answer. 


D) Give the type of syllable in the space specially provided. 


2) NOTE: 


A) There are no inherents, no consonant groupings. 


B) Do not forget to look in chapter 5, paragraph 7, for the consonants which trouble 


you. 


*C) Most of the syllables are pronounced in the middle tone. When it is not the case, 


the tone is given ( always placed above the first vocalic phonetic element of the 
syllable ). 
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EXERCISE 


ก า ง เก ง [каа keen/ 


ก ี ฬา SS | 

เก ะ ก ะ เจ 

ค ํ า เช ิ ญ ЕРА / 
ค ุ ย ก ั น | rer / 

เง ิ น เด ื อ น /....... / 

จ ํ า น ว น ОРОКЕ / 
โซ ด า Зы деру: / 
เด ิ น ท า ง /......... / 
ท ํ า ง า น [dc 0 

บ ั ง เอ ิ ญ Jean Qa RS. / 
แบ บ บ า ง ES GG asaj 
โบ ร า ณ / 

ป ร ะ ต ู TR 0 

ป ร ะ ม า ณ /..1..... / 
ป ั ญ ญ า 0 / 

เป ร ี ย บ เท ี ย บ /..0.. ..2../ 
พ อ ใจ ก alte / 

ม ธุ ร ะ APRENDE 
gudu MEE / 
NM dau qued 
โร ง เร ี ย น /........ / 
โร ง แร ม 2 ง ( ไ / 

ล า ย ม ื อ ' 0 

ล ู ก ก ุ ญ แ จ ао / 
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| เป (trousers ) 


l. 
/. 


/ 
/ 
i 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
iss 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 


๒ ๒ ๒ ๒ 
๑ . . ` 
. . . . 
“Мл ~ ~ М 


../ (key ) 


ANSWER 


/ (sport) [kii laa/ Пу 

| (disorderly, in the way ) /ке? kà?/ [dd] 
/ (written invitation ) [kham сһәәп/ /11/ 

| (to chat together ) [khuy kan/ /11/ 

| (salary, wage ) [gan duan/ /11/ 
/ (total, amount, quantity ) /jam nuan/ /11/ 

/ (soda) /[soodaa/ ДЈ 
/ (to travel ) [dean thaay/ /11/ 

..] (10 work ) /tham gan/ / 1/ 

| (accidentally ) [bay ?een/ /11/ 
/ (frail, fragile ) /bEEp baay/ [d V 

| (ancient) [boo raan/ / ไ ป 
| (door) /pra? tuu/ [d Y 

| (about, approximatively ) [prà? maan/ /d 1/ 

| (reason, intelligence) /pan yaa/ / ไ ป 
| (to compare ) [priap thiap/ [d d] 

/ (to be satisfied ) /phoo jay/ | ไป 

.. .[ (to be busy ) [mii thu? ra?/ /1 d d/ 

( to confirm ) [учып уап/ /11/ 

( price ) [raakhaa/  /11/ 

( school ) [rooy rian/ /11/ 

( hotel ) [roor tEEm//11/ 

.[ (Chand-writing ) Паау muu/ /11/ 


[luk kunjEE/ — /41]/ 


EXERCISE ANSWER 


ล ุ ก เป ็ น ไฟ เณ sa oan / /.../ (passionate; to burst Пок pen fay//d 11/ 
into flames ) 

อ ะ ไร Idus [..] (what?) [hà тау [ау 

แอ ฟ ร ิ ก า /... ../..../ А. (Africa) NEE fri? kaa//1 d ป 

โอ ก า ส Juss ded /../ (opportunity, chance) /?oo kàat/ /ld/ 

EXERCISE part 2: 


A) Compare phonetics of live and dead syllables. What do you notice ? 
B) What group of initial is missing ? 


C) To which group belongs the initial of dead syllables pronounced in the low 


tone ? 


To which group belongs the initial of dead syllables pronounced in the 
high tone ? 


To which group belongs the initial of dead syllables pronounced in the 
falling tone ? 


D) What difference is there between dead syllables pronounced in the high 
tone and the falling tone ? 
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чојавуо 1xəu oy} ur рәшеүахә ore (а (ว (V 
*əuo1 әүррїш oy} ur poounouoJd 194 เ อ น ิ әле AOU} 


a 


TENUI ZO В 9ABY se[qegáS ueuA ‘Iojdeyo SUIMO[JO oy} ur peure[dxo sy (9 


IAV ANTA 


Surpuə-Juguosuoo PROP + AT + £D 
io dn nq әле əuo1 Sui? OY} ur 0 อ ว น ต อ ๐ นิ ั 03 ๕ ร ธร 1 ด ซ 145 peop จ ะ ร ไว ้ 
Surpuo-jueuosuoo рвәр + AS + £5 
Jo dn MING әле ouo} үзү oy} ut อ อ ว น ต อ น ิ อ 1 ส ร ร 1๒ [1145 peop arah (а 
£9 
ED 
I5 О 
ธิ น 1 ร ร โณ st ZO (9 
' อ น ๐ 1 e[pprur əy} ur peounouodd st อ 1 ด ธ ไ 1 ก ้ 5 peop ON (V 


:МЯМ5М№У 


74 


CHAPTER 10 


THE FIVE TONES 


1) GENERALITIES: 


In spoken Thai tones are integral parts of words, giving them their 


unmistakable meaning. 


Although there are four tonal markers, which do not always represent the 
same tone, none of them is necessary for a syllable to be pronounced in one of the 
five tones, as shown in the exercises considered in the previous chapter. Therefore 
when reading Thai, the reader must be fully aware of the three syllable 


characteristics given below, to give each syllable its correct tone. 


A) The syllable-initial carries a tonal marker. 
There are two things to consider: 


- the class of the initial consonant (G1, G2 or G3 ). 


- the tonal marker. 


Remark: the length of the vocalic and the type of ending do not interfere. 


B) The syllable initial does not carry any tonal marker. 


There are two possibilities: 


a) Open syllables: two things to consider. 
- the class of the initial consonant. 
- the length of the vocalic. 


b) Closed syllables: two or three things to consider. 
- the class of the initial consonant. 
- the length of the vocalic, when the initial consonant belongs to 
G3 and the final phone is /-k/, /-p/ or /-t/ ( dead consonant-ending ). 


- the type of consonant ending ( live or dead ). 
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2) THE FOUR TONAL MARKERS: 


A) Their position: 


They are written above the right side of the initial consonant of the syllable 
whose tone they mark. 

When the syllable-initial is double the tonal marker is placed above the second 
consonant EVEN THOUGH THE TONE IS GOVERNED BY THE FIRST 
CONSONANT. 

When the initial consonant already carries an upperscript symbol the tonal 


marker is placed above it. 


Tonal markers never occur above ห น ํ า and อ น ํ า . 


B) Their name: 


- ไม ้ เอ ก /may?eek/ 

> ไม ้ โท /maythoo/ 

2 "ues [máytrii/ 

х ไม ้ จ ั ด ว า [máyjattà?waa/ 


The last two tonal markers only occur with G1 initial consonants. They are 


very rare and mostly found in onomatopoeias, particles and recent loan-words. 


C) Their value: 
= aboveGlorG2  : low tone í 
above G3 : falling tone 


le 


above Gl or G2  : falling tone 
above G3 : high tone 


above Gl : high tone 
above G2 or G3 : NEVER OCCURS 


{+ 


above Gl : rising tone 
above G2 or G3 : NEVER OCCURS 
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3) THE 5 TONES WITHOUT TONAL MARKERS: 


A) With G1 initials: 


- live ending : middle tone 

- dead ending : low tone 
B) With G2 initials: 

- live ending : rising tone 

- dead ending : low tone 


C) With G3 initials: 
- live ending : middle tone 
- dead ending 


- Short Vowel alone or followed by a dead final-consonant : 
high tone. 


- Long Vocalic followed by a dead final-consonant : falling tone. 


| 4) RECAPITULATIVE CHART: (the middle tone never occurs with tonal markers) 


LIVE DEAD 
syllables syllables 


INITIAL y yv or short 
CONSONANT - Inherent 


5) CHART ILLUSTRATION: 
G] initials: 
A 1n [kay] (chicken) 


B บ ้ า น [baan] ( house, home ) 


a / 
c โต๊ะ /t62/ ( table ) 
D fh [kaa] ( to be bold, audacious ) 
E Я /dii/ ( alright, well, good ) 
F ก ิ น /kin/ ( to eat ) 
G qz ' [jà?] ( will, shall ) 
H เด ็ ก /аёк/ (child) 
I ป า ก /paak/ ( mouth ) 


G2 initials. 


ไข ่ [khày/ (egg) 

B ผึ้ง [pháp/ (вее) 

C 

D 

E ฝา /faa/ ( lid, cover ) 

F ส ู ง /stun/ | ( tall) | 

G A /phu?/ ( rotten ) | 
š H ห ก /hok/ ( six ) 

1 ท ห ที บ /hiip/ ( trunk, box ) 


A โ โ ซ่ [soo] ( chain for animals ) 

B แล ้ ว [IÉEo/ (already, ...) 

C | 
D | 
Е เร อ [raa] (small boat ) | 
F น ํ า /nam/ ( to lead ) 

G น ะ /na?/ ( final particle often used for “please” ) 

H เล ็ ก П (little ) 

I เม ฆ /méek/ (storm cloud ) 


6) SUBSTITUTES FOR THE TWO MISSING TONES WITH G2 AND G3 INITIALS: 
A) With G2 initials: 


As the MIDDLE TONE and the HIGH TONE do not exist with G2 initials the 
required consonant must be changed to its common equivalent in G3 when the 
syllable is to be pronounced in the middle or high tone. 

B) With G3 initials: 


a) As the LOW TONE and the RISING TONE do not exist with G3 initials, 
the required consonant must be changed to its common equivalent in G2 when the 


syllable is to be pronounced in the low or rising tone. 


b) BUT the ten sonorants do not have their equivalent in G2, therefore И is 
written before the initial to convert it and change the tone of the syllable when 


required. 

ห is then called ห น ํ า [h3o nam/ and does not carry any symbol. 
All symbols are written above or under the true initial. 

Eight sonorants are convertible: 3, N, M, N, ย , 3, а, 2. 


Two sonorants are never converted: M, W. 


Examples: 
ห น ึ ่ ง [nan] (one) 
ห ม า /maa/ ( dog ) 
ห ล อ ด | ไว ว ป ( tube, pipe ) 


REMARK: (see pages 57 and 80 ) 


อ น ํ า converts ย into a middle consonant in 4 monosyllabic words. 
7) GENERAL REMARKS: 


- The middle tone never occurs in dead syllables. 
- As tonal markers are used to change the tone of the syllable, they do not 


occur when the latter is already pronounced in the required tone. 
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vy 1 
ไม ้ เอ ก (—) is never used on G1 or G2 initials when the syllable is dead as it is 
already pronounced in the low tone. 


ไม ้ เอ ก (-) is never used on G3 initials when the syllable is dead with a long 


medial vocalic as it is already pronounced in the falling tone. 


ไม ้ โท (=) is never used on G3 initials when the syllable is dead with a short 
medial or final vowel as it is already pronounced in the high tone. 


- 


- As и 11 changes the characteristics of eight sonorants when the syllable is 
to be pronounced in the LOW or RISING TONE, อ น ํ า converts ย to 


change the tone of the syllable in the four following monosyllabic words: 


อ ย ่ า [yaa] (donot...) 

อ ย า ก [yàak/ ( to want to ) 

อ ย ่ า ง [yaan] ( kind of, sort of, category ) 

ag [yuu] ( to live at, to be at, to stay at ) 


8) THE THREE CONSONANT GROUPS AND THE FOUR TONAL MARKERS: 


Gi) G1 + Live ending...... all markers are used ( 5 tones ) 


G1 + Dead ending..... all markers are used but — (the low tone is 
automatically obtained in dead syllables with 
G1 initials ) 


G2) G2+Liveending..... only two markers are used ( 3 tones; the 


middle and the low tone are missing )* 


G2 + Dead ending..... the tonal markers are RARE 


4 
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G3) С3 + Live ending..... only two markers are used (3 tones; the low 


and the rising tone are missing )* 


G3 + Dead ending..... Short Vowels: L occasionally occurs in 


particles (RARE ) 
Long Vocalics: all markers are RARE. 


cy š + 
- occasionally occurs in 


recent English loanwords. 


with L the vocalic is 
usually read short ( RARE ). 


* G2 : The two missing tones are obtained with G3 initial consonants when 


required 


* G3 : The two missing tones are obtained with ห น ํ า or อ น ํ า . 


EXERCISE 3 


` 


1) METHOD: 


A) Transcribe the phonetic value of each ( monosyllabic ) word, and its tone, 
in the space provided, with the help of the previous recàpitulative chart, keeping the 


answers covered until you have completed the exercise. 


B) Read each word aloud, trying to exaggerate the length of vocalics and the 


tones. 


C) Cover up each word ( left column ) and find its right spelling with the help 
of the phonetics. 


D) Cover up the phonetics and read each word aloud. 
2) REMARKS: 


- live syllables which do not carry any tonal marker are pronounced in: 
the middle tone when the initial belongs to G1 or G3 
the rising tone when the initial belongs to G2 

- dead syllables which do not carry any tonal marker are pronounced in: 
the low tone when the initial belongs to G1 or G2 
the high tone or the falling tone when the initial belongs to G3. 
EXERCISE ANSWER 


G1 initial of a live syllable: 


m JA c ( kettle; crow ) [kaa] 
ถิ น div ( to eat ) [kin/ 
จ า น lears] ( plate, dish; to mix with water ) [jaan] 
เจ ี ย น [....] ( almost, very nearly; to trim ) /jian/ 
ใจ Гў ( mind, feelings .... ) [jay] 
A | ( good, well ) /dii/ 
ใจ ด ี ПОА | (to be kind, good) [jaydii/ 
ด ี ใจ ПИРА | (to be pleased, happy) /diijay/ 
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EXERCISE 
bese] 
* to go by mechanical means ” ) 
| ree | ( to turn -the face away- ) 
( to go ) 
def ( to conceal ) 


ANSWER 


( to walk; in compound words it can mean /daan/ 


G1 initial of a dead syllable: 


nnz 


อ า บ แด ด 


. . ` * . ` ๆ . . 
๒ 


2 
"m 


beeen 


( with, together; and ) 
(island ) 
( will, shall ) 


( fresh -as water-; tasteless; uninteresting ) 


( raw, unripe, half-cooked ) 


( to cut, to severe ) 

( putrid, rotten ) 

( to open, to switch on ) 
( to tell ) 

( cushion ) 


( to immerse ) 


e ( to sunbathe ) 


G2 initial of a live syllable: 


ผอม 


~ ~~ > 


( to write ) 


(leg) 
(I) 


( to hold, to carry by hand; to belive in ) 


( bag, poach ) 


( to be thin, slim ) 


/buan/ 


[pay] 


/2am/ 


[kap] 
/k9?/ 
[jà?] 
[j&ut/ 
[dip] 
/tat/ 
[ta?/ 
/paat/ 
[o39 k/ 
| ง ว ข ๆ 
/2aap/ 


| ๆ ร ล ๒ dEEt/ 


[khian/ 
[kháa/ 
[chán] 
[thiu/ 
[thüy/ 


/ph3om/ 


EXERCISE 
ฝัน 2 | ( dream; to dream ) 
ส ว ย ( pretty ) 
ส ิ ว /.../ ( pimple ) 
ห ิ น feat. (stone ) 
ห ั ว bs ( head ) 


G2 initial of a dead syllable: 


ขวด บ / 
ขี ด M / 
ฉั บ 0 
ถู ก Ist / 
เถ อ ะ / / 
AA Tat 
ผิ ด [5 | 
а : 0 
ส ิ 

ส ุ ด ЖУ, 

ห ั ก น | 


( bottle ) 
( to draw, to make lines ) 
( urgent, requiring haste ) 


( correct, right ) 


( mild form of imperative when added to a 


verb ) 
( to fry; to postpone ) 
( wrong, mistaken ) 
( moving with difficulty ) 


( imperative word used to strengthen a 
statement ) 


( end, conclusion ) 


( to break ) 


G3 initial of a live syllable: 


ค อ ย / 
ค ุ ณ - 
ชา ม / 
3 / 
ท ํ า / 
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( to wait ) 


( word used in front of names to show 
additional respect ) 
( bowl, dish ) 


( Buddhist nun ) 


( to do, to make ) 


ANSWER 


/fan/ 
[stay] 
[stu] 
[hin] 
[lata] 


/khuat/ 
[khiit/ 
/chap/ 
/thduk/ 
[thà?/ 


/phat/ 
[phit/ 
/faut/ 
/ si? / 


/sut/ 
[hak] 


/khody/ 
/khun/ 


/chaam/ 
[chii/ 
/tham/ 


EXERCISE 


r= 
< 

. . . . . . D . w. 8 . 
. 
~ 


ไว : 


( candle ) 

( you, he -familiar- ) 
( enough; as soon as ) 
( danger ) 

( firewood ) 
(money, silver ) 

( cheese ) 

( wife ) 

( cat ) 

( cool, cold ) 


( to collect or gather together; amount, 
quantity ) 

( quickly, speedily ) 

( to float ) 


( prompt, agile ) 


G3 initial of a dead syllable WITH SHORT VOWEL: 


เค อ ะ | 0 


eee 

Шиг] 

ГЕ | 
พ ษ Ja a) 

/ 

/ 

/ 


( awkward ) 

( to think ) 

( to clean by wiping or rubbing ) 
( each, every ) 

( poison ) 

( to seize with the teeth ) 


( to extract, to pick out ) 


( final syllable equal to “please” in certain 


interrogative sentences ) 


(metre) Неге 5 is silent. 


( to sew, to stitch; to string together ) 


ANSWER 


/thian/ 
/thəə | 
[ph oo | 
/phay/ 
/faun/ 
[pan] 
[naay] 
[mia] 
/mEEo/ 
/yen/ 


/ruam/ 


/reo/ 


Пәэу] 
[way] 


[kh à?/ 
/khit/ 
[chét/ 
[thuk] 
[pit] 
/nap/ 
[DE] 


[na?] 


/ mét/ 


lyép/ 


EXERCISE ANSWER 


i? bud ( to put or move forward ) [rak] 

an La) (deep ) จ ง | 

เล ็ ก fol (little, small ) /1ék/ 

ja I ( wat, temple ) [wai] 

G3 initial of a dead syllable WITH LONG VOWELS; DIPTHONGS OR TRIPTHONGS: 

ชอบ เต! | (tolike) /ch3op/ 

naa ПОЕ / ( to fry; to lay down something ) /thdot/ 

wa re / ( to speak ) [phüut/ 

ฟู ก [кале] ( mattress ) [füuk/ 

qu Iovis ( to take a nap ) [yiip/ 

แน บ loce: ( to come closer to ) [nEEp/ 

Zia ee (knife ) [mit] 

ย ื ด du ( to stretch out; stretched, extended ) [ytat/ _ 

ร า ก NT] ( foundations; roots ) /raak/ 
qu | ere | ( to touch affectionately ) Hup/ | 


ว บ fk 0 ( to pass like a shot, to disappear instantly ) [wüup/ 


EXERCISE 4 


1) NOTE: 


Now you should be able to recognize dead and live syllables as well as G1, G2 
and G3 initials at first sight. You should also know the entire alphabet by heart. 
The following exercise is general. It gives monosyllabic and compound words 


in alphabetical order. 
2) METHOD: 


A) Transcribe the phonetic value of each word with the tones, on a paper, 
keeping the space provided for the exercise and the answers covered up. 

Fill in the space provided for the phonetic transcription. As a first approach 
to the construction of compound words, a space has been left between the phonetics 
of each word. 

B) Read each word aloud, trying to exaggerate the length of short and long 
vocalics, being aware of the tones. 

C) Cover up the phonetics and read each word aloud after writing it at least 


twice. 
3) REMARKS: 


A) Inherent vowels, อ 3h and И น ํ า have been introduced in this exercise. 
If you still have difficulties after thinking of each rule, check in the dictionary 
before looking at the answer as it is time to start using dictionaries! 

B) It is also recommended to have at hand a copy of the tone chart if you do 
not have all the tones in mind. 

C) Do not skip any of the procedure nor words to work on as it is a perfect 


practice to read and pronounce Thai quickly. 


EXERCISE ANSWER 
ก ร ุ ง เท พ ฯ /........ s ( Bangkok ) /krunthéep/ 
ข้ า ง บ น ด m ( upstairs ) [kháar bon/ 
ข้ า ง ล ่ า ง Toa s “| ( downstairs ) /khaay laan/ 
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0 


ад. 


/... 
faces 


y wv 
ข้ า ง ห ล ั ง / 
dv 
ขี ม ้ า 
ad a 
เข ็ ม ขั ด 
a 1 
เข ี ย ว อ ่ อ น / 
a 
ค น เก ี ย จ 
a 
ค น เด ี ย ว 
1 
ง ่ า ย 
y 
แง ้ ม 
จ ด ห ม า ย 
จ ิ ง จ ก / 
ฉา บ ฉวย / 
๕ су 
เช ็ ด โต ๊ ะ | 
ซื ่ อ เน ื ่ อ 
ฐา น ะ l 
d 
เด ี ย ว ๆ 
ต ก ล ง / 
ต ั ว ไป แล ะ ก ล ั บ 
โต ๊ ะ ให ญ่ 
ถึ ง ส ี แย ก 
ท ะ ล ึ ง / 
ท า ง ขวา | 
y 
ท า ง ซ้ า ย / 
ท า ง บ ก / 
ท า ง อ อ ก / 
๐ y 
ท ํ า ให ้ ง ่ า ย / 
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EXERCISE 


DRM pos 
d ( horse riding ) 


( behind ) 


m ( belt ) 
( light green ) 

- ( lazy person ) 

uf ( one person only ) 

.| ( to be easy ) 
lf ( to be ajar, slightly open ) 
cof ( letter -mail- ) 
( small house lizard ) 


(-to act- rapidly, without 
concentration ) 


( to wipe a table ) 
.l ( to buy meat ) 
( status, position ) 
d ( hold on! ) 
( OK; to agree ) 
e ( big table ) 


( return ticket ) 


( to reach an intersection ) 


( to be impudent; to act 


boisterously ) 


7 1 ไ +« | (tothe right) 
dress ‚.[ ( to the left ) 
ЖЕЗ vij ( on the ground ) 
ก ก kin sf ( exit ) 


..../ (to facilitate ) 


ANSWER 
/khaan lan/ 
Jkhii máa/ 
/khém khat/ 
/khiao ?5ən/ 
/khon Каб 
/khon diao/ 
/naay/ 
/jEEm/ 

/jot maay/ 
[iiniok/ 


[chàapchüay/ 


[chét tó?/ 
/ sáu пйа/ 
/thaana?/ 
/ diao diao/ 


/toklon/ 


[tùa pay IÉ? klàp/ 


10? yay] 
[thi stiyEEk/ 
/tha?lay/ 


/thaan khwaa/ 
Гаа ѕаау/ 
[thaar bók/ 
/thaan 230 k/ 


[tham hay naay/ 


EXERCISE 


ท ํ า ให ้ ส ะ ด ว ก / 


ธน า ค า ร / 


v 


* น ํ า fo 


Ç d 
น า แข ง / 


น ํ า ต า | 
Y 

น ํ า ต า ล / 
vols ) 

น ํ า ม ั น / 
แม ่ น ํ า / 
"E 

ว ่ า ย น ํ า / 
ห ้ อ ง น ํ า / 


- 09 / 


/ ( to facilitate ) 
( bank -money- ) 

( water ) 

(ice ) 

( tears ) 

( sugar ) 

( oil ) 

( river ) 

( to swim ) 


( toilets, washroom ) 


*See chapter 4, 3A on pages 27 and 28. 


ANSWER 


: [tham hay sà?düak/ 


/tha?naakhaan/ 
/naam/ 

[nam khEy/ 
/nam taa/ 
/nam taan/ 
[nám man/ 
/mEE naam/ 
/waay naam/ 


[ha naam] 


[pen wat/ 
[юдә® naam] 
[phaa chet naa/ 
/phiu khaay/ 
[phüu chaay/ 
[phüu yay/ 
/fon tok/ 
[phüak rao/ 


[рї saao/ 


/phut рһаазйа ?aykrit/ 


... C to come and visit friends )/maa yiam phuan/ 


[mii thü?ra?/ 


[mii тёек/ 


เป ็ น ห ว ั ด /....../ ( to have ล cold ) 

ú] ด น ้ า u NEE / ( to turn on the water ) 
ผ้า เช ็ ด ห น ้ า /........ ... | (handkerchief ) 

ผู ้ ขา ย | rete ee / ( vendor, sales person ) 
ผู ้ ชา ย ав, / (man) 

ผู ้ ให ญ่ ne / (adult ) 

ฝน ต ก / - ( to rain ) 

พ ว ก เร า EE / ( our group, us, we ) 

A ส า ว | ก EEES, / ( elder sister ) 

พ ู ด ภา ษา อ ั ง ก ฤ ษ /.... ............. / (to speak English ) 
ม า เย ย ม เพ อ น | s es tx 

ม ี ธุ ร ะ | OPE ENT | (tobe busy ) 

ม ี เม ฆ П. / ( cloudy ) 

เม า เห ล ้ า | зы / ( to be drunk ) 


[mao lao] 
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EXERCISE 


ย า ก น ิ ด ห น ่ อ ย /.... ....... | (alittle difficult ) 


ร ้ า น อ า ห า ร /.... ( restaurant ) 


เร ี ย น ขืน ใจ 5 .../ (to learn by heart) 


เร ื ่ อ ย ๆ | УАУ (soso) 

เร ื ่ อ ง อ ่ า น เล ้ น | 0 ฝ / (novel ) 

โร ง ฆ่า ส ั ต ว ์ l|... .../ (slaughter house) 

โร ง เร ี ย น /.... ..../ e (school) 

ล ั ก ษ ณ ะ ЖОЛУКТУ, / ( characteristics, quality ) 


А 
A 
ล า ย ม อ ช อ /.... ..../ (signature ) 


เล ื อ ด อ อ ก /.... ..../ ( to bleed ) 

ว ิ ่ ง ห น ี | Pere | ( to run away ) 

เว ล า ว ่ า ง /...... ....] (free time ) 
ส ถา น ี ร ถ เ ม ล ์ улы u E .../ (bus station ) 
ส ั ญ ญ า eee / ( to promise ) 

ส ั ณ ฐ า น Jaa kus / ( shape, figure ) 

ห ก ส ิ บ / -l ( sixty ) 

ห ม อ ต า / / ( oculist ) 

ห ม อ ฟั น / E ( dentist ) 

ท ิ ้ ง ต ิ ด ฝา / . | (shelves attached to the wall) 
เห ง ื ่ อ อ อ ก l|... ....] SEE เล ื อ ด อ อ ก for construction 

( to perspire ) 

เห ล า ะ แห ล ะ /... .../ ( unreliable -conversation-) 
ให ญ่ โต atas але] ( enormous ) 

อ น ุ ญา ต [Z iau / ( to allow, to grant ) 

อ เม ร ิ ก า 2 7 ฝ 0 | (America ) 

อ ย ่ า [ее] (donot....!) 


ANSWER 


/ydak nitndy/ 
| ะ ล ์ ล ท ?aahaan/ 
[rian khün jay/ 
[r&ay r&y] 
[1&ay ?àan 1ёп/ 
[roor khaa sat/ 
/1 ๐ ๐ ๆ rian/ 
[láksà?ná?/ 
Паау ภา พ ห chau/ 
| ไส ดิ ร 7 ว ว ไป 
[wig ณั ป 
/weelaa жа / 
/sA?thdanii rot mee/ 
/sanyaa/ 
/santhaan/ 
/hok sip/ 
[дә {аа/ 
/ เท ว ั ว fan/ 


[bin tit faa/ 


[nha %29k/ 
[$11Ё?/ 
[уду too/ 
/?39nú?yaat/ 


| ใจ เห อ อ ซ์ ? ไ ล ล / 


[yàal 


/ 


EXERCISE 


( to want to ) 
( to leave, to go out ) 
( letter -alphabet- ) 


( opportunity, chance ) 


ANSWER 


/yaak/ 
[ok] 
/2aks3on/ 


[?ookàat/ 
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CHAPTER 11 
WHAT TO KNOW AND REMEMBER 
ABOUT ร 
WHEN NOT IN INITIAL POSITION 


1) IN FINAL POSITION: 


A) 3 isread /-n/ when in syllable-final position and when preceded by a written 
vocalic. 


Example: 


อ า ห า ร [?aahaan] (food) 


v 


REMARK: 


3 іп word-medial position can be a final or an initial, read /-n/ or /ra?/ but 


cannot have both functions, except іп a few exceptions. 


Examples: 

ม า ร ด า /maandaa/ ( mother ) 

ว า ร ส า ร Гжаага?ѕлап/ ( magazine ) 

ส า ร บ า ญ /saara?baan/ ( table of contents, index ) 
Exception: 

เจ ร จ า [jeenrá?jaa/ ( to negotiate ) 


B) 3 is read /- oon/ when in final position in a syllable in which no written 


vocalic occurs. 
` 


Example: 


น ค ร [nà?kh oon/ ( city ) 
2) SILENT BEHIND N, ff or qr. 


A) The combination ท ร is often read /s-/. 
Examples: 


ท ร า บ [saap/ ( to know ) 
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ท ร า ย /saay/ ( sand ) 


ท ร ุ ด [sát] ( to shrink, to subside ) 


B) In the combination #5, 3 is often silent, /S-/. 
Examples: 
ศร ั ท ธา /satthaa/ ^ (faith, belief ) 
ศร ั ย [say] ( shelter, refuge ) 


ศร า ท ธ์ [saat] ( obedient, trusting ) 


C) In the combination @3, 3 is often silent, /S-/. 
Examples: 


ส ร ะ ว ่ า ย น ํ า /sa?waaynaam/ ( swimming-pool ) 


2 A ๑ 
quu /ѕаар/ ( to build, to create ) 
เส ร ็ จ [set] ( finished, accomplished ) 
เส ร ิ ด /sdat/ ( to escape; quick, alert ) 


D) Remark: 


When finding one of these three combinations in a new word, it is highly 
recommended to check the pronunciation in a dictionary as the inherent /-a?/, 


or /- 29], is pronounced between the two consonants in some words. 


Examples: 
ท ร ม า น Г оо ra?maan/ (to subdue by punishing, tormenting ) 
ส ร ะ /sa?ra?/ ( vowel, vocalic ) 
ส ร ี ร ะ [sa?riira?] ^ ^ (body) 
ส qu [sà?rüp/ ( to summarize ) 
E) Exception: 


The following word is to be memorized as it is the only word with silent ร 
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behind 9. 


จ ร ิ ง [jin] (tobe true) 


3) DOUBLE ร USED AS VOCALIC OR VOCALIC + CONSONANT: 


A) Used as vocalic: /-a-/ 


When 33 occurs in syllable-medial position, it is used in place of the short 


vowel *— ไม ้ ห ั น อ า ก า ศ /máyhin?aakàat/. 
Example: 
ธร ร ม ด า /thamma?daa/ (ordinary ) 
B) Used as vocalic + consonant: /-an/ 


When $33 occurs in syllable-final position, it is pronounced /-an/. 


Example: 
บ ร ร ด า /bandaa/ ( every, all, everyone ) 
C) Remarks: 
a) เอ ก อ ั ค ร ร า ช ท ู ต /?éek? akra?raatcha?thiut/ ( ambassador ) 


Here 33 does not occur as a double consonant. The first of the two letters 
is an initial followed by the inherent /-a?/, the second letter is the initial of the 


following syllable. . 


b) When 33 occurs in word-medial position, it can have both functions 


(final of one syllable and initial of the following), but it is rare. 
Example: 


ภร ร ย า /phanra?yaa/ ( wife ) 


c) 33 is often refered to as 3 ห ั น | ช ว ว han/ when orally spelling a word. 
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1) NOTE: 


EXERCISE 5 


This exercise introduces the new rules given in paragraphs 1 and 3. 


2) METHOD: 


Idem as EXERCISE 1. 
After finding the right spelling of each Thai word, practice writing by copying 


them at least twice each. 


ก ร ร ม ก ร / 
ก ร ร ม ก า ร / 
ก า ร /.. 


ก า ร ป ร ะ ก า ศ / 


ขา ก ร ร ไก ร / 
ค ณะ ก ร ร ม ก า ร 
ค น โด ย ส า ร / 
ถา ว ร / 
ท ห า ร / 
ธน า ค า ร / 
ธร ร ม | NR 
1333 / 
บ ร ร ด า / 
บ ร ร เท า / 
พ ร ร ค [..:. 


ЕХЕКСІЅЕ 


( labour workers ) 
( director ) 


( task, action -used to form 


lots of words- ) 
( announcement, notice ) 


(jaw ) 


( passenger ) 


( to be strong, stable, 


‘permanent ) 


(soldier ) 
( bank -money- ) 


( the law of nature, duty, 


ANSWER 


/kamma?k99n/ 
/kamma?kaan/ 


/kaan/ 


/kaanpra?kaat/ 
[kháakankray/ 


| (committee ) /khá?ná?kammá?kaan/ 


/khondooysaan/ 


/thaawoon/ 


/tha?h’an/ 
/tha?naakhaan/ 
/tham/ 


virtue Dharma-Buddhist teaching ) 


( to insert, to put into ) 
( every, all, everyone ) 


( to improve the condition 


in case of sickness or distress ) 


[banjà?/ 
/bandaa/ 
/banthao/ 


(class, set, group, multitude ) /phak/ 
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ภร ร ด า 
ภั ต ต า ค า ร 
ม ร ร ย า ท 
ม า ร ด า 

ร ถ บ ร ร ท ุ ก 
ล ะ ค ร 


ส ง ส า ร 


ส ม ค ว ร 


ส ร ร พ ค ุ ณ 
* ส ว ร ร ค ์ 


ส โม ส ร 


อ ั ก ษ ร 


EXERCISE 


( husband -formal- ) 

( restaurant -formal- ) 
( conduct, behaviour ) 
( mother ) 

( truck ) 

(staged play ) 


( to manifest compassion 


or sympathy ) 

( to be suitable, proper ) 

( qualities ) 

( heaven, paradise ) 

( association, society, club ) 


( letter -alphabet- ) 


ANSWER 


/phandaa/ 
/phattaakhaan/ 
/manyaat/ 
/maandaa/ 
[rótbanthük/ 
[la?khoon/ 


[sÓgsáan/ 


[sómkhuan/ 
/sappa?khun/ 
/sa?wan/ 
/sa?moos5on/ 


/2aks5on/ 


* See chapter 13 for the irregularity of the tone in the second syllable. 
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CHAPTER 12 


CONSONANT CLUSTERS & GROUPINGS 
(Chapter 4 should be studied at this stage) 


1) GENERAL RULES: 


A) Three types: 


Type 1 : true clusters /kr-/, /kl-/, /pr-/ ..... 
asin NAN /kwaan/ (wide, broad ) 
Type 2 : consonant groupings pronounced as single consonants 


asin ศร า น ต ์ [sáan] ( exhausted ) 


Type 3 * consonant groupings with one of the three inherent vowels 


pronounced between the two letters 


asin 9398 [Rà?r5y| (tasty, good) 


| 
B) Tone of the syllable: | 


Туре 1 & Туре 2 : the tone is given by the first consonant even though all 
elements are carried by the second ( always a sonorant ). 

Type 3 : when the word is disyllabic, with the inherent /-a?/ 
pronounced in the first syllable and the second consonant 
is a sonorant, the tone of the second syllable is given by 


the first initial. ( See examples with asterisk on page 17 ). 


See examples given above. 


C) Position of compounds and other elements: 


All elements are written as if there was only one consonant: 
- predisposed symbols occur in front of the grouping or cluster. 
- upperscript and underscript symbols occur above and under the 
SECOND consonant. 


Type! : เป ล ่ า [plàao/ ( empty; no ) 
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Type 2 : ส ร ้ อ ย ค อ [s?oykhoo| (necklace ) 


Type3 : เส ม อ [sà?m39 | (always) 


2) REMARKS ON THE FIVE PREDISPOSED VOCALICS WHEN THEY PRECEDE 
AT LEAST TWO CONSONANTS: 


REMARKS SPELLING PRONUNCIATION 


normal pattern 


PV+C+C 


y 
แข ้ ง 


C+PV+C 


/khEn/ (shin) 


PV + C +C... C+PV + C... 
โท ร ศั พ ท ์ /thoora?sap/ (telephone) 
PV+C+C C+C+PV 
TYPE 1 
ใคร /khray/ (who?;whoever) 
(true cluster) b 
PV+C+CH+C C+C+PV+C 
โค ล ุ น /khloon/ (mud) 
РУ+С+С+С C+PV+C 
TYPE 2 " 
เส ุ ร จ /set/ (to be accomplished) 
(double initial c 
PV + C + C+ C... С+РУ+ С... 
pronounced as single) เศ ร ษ ฐ ก ิ จ /seetta?kit/ (economy) 
PV+C+C С + INHERENT /-а?/ + C+ PV 
TYPE 3 | 
ไฉน /cha?nay/ (an oboe) 
(inherent /-a?/ d 


pronounced between 


the first two consonants) 


PV+C+C... 


แข น ง 


* A dot has been placed below the initial (single or double) 


С + INHERENT /-a?/+ C+ PV £C 


/khà?nÉEg/ (twig) 


REMARK: 


Apart from knowing the pronunciation, there is no general rule giving the 
type of syllable to which the juxtaposed consonants belong when none carries a 


tonal marker. 


* เก ษ ต ร /kà?sšet/ (land) BUT เก ส ร /keesdon/ ( pollen ) 
แห ง /gEE/ (little, BUT แห ่ ง /hEn/ ( place, spot ) 
young ) 
แห น — [nÉE/ (vegetable BUT แห น /hEEn/ ( to care for ) 


scum growing on stagnant water ) 


* Here 5 is silent (See chapter 14) 
3) TYPE 1: 


A) First consonant: | 


The first consonant of the cluster can be П, V orf 
ต 
1, ผ or" 


B) Second consonant: 


The second consonant of the cluster can be one of the three following 


sonoras: 3,8 ог a 
REMARK: 
ต isonly found with š. 
4) TYPE 2: 
A) The initial grouping is pronounced as a single consonant: /s-/ 


Combinations: NI, #3, and S. 


ท ร is usually pronounced /toor.../ ог /s-/ 


ศร is usually pronounced /ѕА?г.../ or /s-/ 


ส ร іѕ usually pronounced /sà?r.../ or /s-/ 
Examples of the three combinations pronounced /s-/ : 


ก ร ะ ท ร ว ง  /krà?suag/ (ministry -of government- ) 


ท ร ง [son] ( form, shape, figure ) 
ท ร า บ [sáap/ ( to know ) 

ท ร ุ ด /sút/ ( to shrink, to subside ) 
แท ร ก / sBEk/ ( to squeeze through ) 


ป ร ะ เส ร ิ ฐ /prà?sàət/ (to be precious, esteemed ) 
เศ ร ษ ฐ ก ิ จ / seetta?kit/ ( economy ) 
ส ่ ง เส ร ิ ม [sdysdam/ (to encourage ) 
ส ร ้ อ ย ค อ /sdoykhoo/ (necklace ) 
* ส ร ะ /sa?/ ( pond; to cleanse, rinse ) 


ส ร ่ า ง /sàan/ ( to decrease, to vanish progressively ) 


* This word is an homograph of #55 /sa?ra?/ (vowel, vocalic ) 
B) The initial is preceded by Ti 11 or aw 


See pages 79 and 80. 


5) GENERAL REMARK: 


Any other combination automatically belongs to type 3, with an inherent 
pronounced between the two consonants. 


Examples: 
ชน ิ ด / cha?nit/ ( kind, sort ) 
ท ห า ร /tha?haan/ ( soldier ) 
ป ฏิ ท ิ น /pa? ti? thin/ ( calendar ) 


พ ย า ย า ม — /phá?yaayaam/ (to try ) 
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6) TYPE 3: 


A) The two consonants belong to the same syllable: 


When the two consonants belong to the same syllable, the first letter is 
the initial of the syllable and the second is the final. Then the inherent /-o-/ is 
pronounced between them. 

The initial carries a tonal marker when required. 

Examples: see page 18. 


As shown in these examples, most words built up of two consonants only are 


monosyllabic words pronounced with the inherent /-o-/. 


More examples: 


ขบ |khóp/ (frog) 

ขน [khón/ (feathers: body hair) 

ขม /кһӧт/ ( bitter ) 

ต ้ น [ton] ( trunk of trees; classifier for trees, plants... ) 
ผล [phón/ ( product, result ) 

3d [rot] ( taste, flavour ) 

ล ง /lon/ ( to descend, decrease ) 

au [lóm/ ( to stumble, to fall over ) 

ส ่ ง [son] ( to send, to take, to deliver ) 


B) the two consonants are both initials. 


When both consonants are initials the inherent /-а?/, or sometimes /-22/, is 
pronounced after the first consonant| ( see examples given on pages 17 and 19 ). 
No tonal marker is carried by the syllable initial pronounced with the inherent 


/-a?/ or |- ว ว |. 


More examples: 


The underscript dot indicates an initial carrying an inherent. 


REMARKS: 


[kà?rá?naa/ 


/cha?waay/ 
/tha?nat/ 
/tha?na?bat/ 
[phà?nàk/ 
[sà?güan/ 


[sà?th&anii/ 


( please ) 

( to obstruct by placing something crosswise ) 

( clearly, distinctly; apt, clever ) 

( banknote )Here 3 is silent ( See chapter 14 ) 
( to seal, to close up ) 

( to keep safely, to be careful of ) 

( station; central office or headquarters ) 


*a) As shown in this example some combinations specific to type 1 are also 


found with type 3 in some cases. 


More examples: 

ก ร ณี ย ์ 
ค ร ห า 
ป ร ิ ย า ย 
ป ล ั ด 
ผ ร ุ ส 

C) waa 
ผวา 


พ ล ั ง ง า น 


/ka?ra?nii/ 
/kha?ra?haa/ 
/pa?ri? yaay/ 
/pa?lat/ 
/pha?1a?sa?/ 
Jphà?lit/ 
/pha?waa/ 


/pha?lannaan/ 


( duty , obligation ) 

( to defame; defamation ) 
( way, manner ) 
(assistant ) 

( rough, unkind ) 

( to produce fruits.) 

( to be frightened ) 


( energy ) 


๑ b) Another type of combination: 


С1 or G2 + inherent /-a?/ + sonorant +.... 
a [t 


—— Ps 


The tone of the second syllable is given by G1 or G2 in disyllabic words. 


Example: 


ขน า ง 
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( see next chapter for more examples ) 


[khà?náag/ (to doubt, to suspect ) 


C) Some words are only built up of consonants: 


It is not always easy to read words when no written vocalic occurs, 


Examples: 


* ข น ม /kha?ndm/ ( cake, cereal food ) 
ถนน [thà?nón/ ( street ) 
ท ล บ ม /thonla?bom/ ( to spray; to apply with a brush; to rub 
gently ) 
NINA /moora?kot/ ( emerald ) 
ม ห ร ส พ /ma%h3ora?sop/ (entertainment) 


ส ก ป ร ก /sokka?prok/ ( dirty ) 
BUT : ( example ) 
* Knowing that the combination ขน cannot be TYPE 1 nor TYPE 2 it has to be 
TYPE 3, with «| followed by an inherent. 


The combination น ม cannot be TYPE 1 nor TYPE 2 either, therefore 11 will 


be followed by an inherent. 


As /-a?/ is hardly found at the end of a word (as an inherent ) and as /-22/ 


mainly occurs at the beginning of words ( 3 being the second consonant ) the 


inherent /-o-/ is to be pronounced between И and 3. 


CHAPTER 13 
IRREGULAR TONES 


( Chapter 8 should be studied at this stage ) 


1) TYPE3: 


A) General rule: 


As a general rule disyllabic words built up as follows have their second syllable 


pronounced according to the tone rules of the first consonant ( see chapter 12 


paragraph 1B, page 97 ). 


G1 or G2 * I /-a?/ 


oe 


Examples with G1 initials: 


จ ม ู ก [jà?müuk/ 
ต ล ก [ta?lok] 

ต ล อ ด [tà?120t/ 
ต ล า ด / เล? ไล ้ ล ป 

อ ง ุ ่ น Jèn] 
อ ร ่ อ ย [22rd y] 


= ๑ ๒ + ж 


Examples with G2 initials: 


ขน ม [khà?nóm/ 
ขน า ด /kha?naat/ 
ขยัน /kha?yan/ 
เข ม ร /kha?méen/ 
เข ย ่ า /kha?yao/ 
ฉลาด /cha?laat/ 
เฉ ล ี ่ ย [cha?lia/ 
ถนน [thà?nón/ 
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Sonorantt.... 


—— 


( nose ) 

( amusing, humorous ) 

( all through, througout ) 
( market place ) 

( grape ) 

( tasty, good ) 


( biscuit, cereal food ) 
( size ) 

( diligent ) 

( Kmer, Cambodian ) 
( to shake, to swing ) 
( clever ) 

( average ) 


( street ) 


ถนัด [thà?nàt/ 


ถ ล า | เฉ ล ๆ ไล ้ อ / 
แถลง Jthà?1ŠËEp/ 
ผนัง /pha?nan/ 
ฝรั่ง [fa?ran] 
ส ง บ [ва?туор/ 
ส น า ม [sà?ndam/ 
ส น ิ ม [satnim/ 
ส ม อ ง [sà?m3o/ 
* ส ม ั ค ร /sa?mak/ 
ส ม ั ย /sa?may/ 
* ส ม ุ ท ร /sh?müt/ 
เส ม อ /sa?m дә / 


* 5 is silent. See chapter 14. 


B) Exceptions and particularities: 


( clearly-distinctly ) 

( to stumble ) 

( to relate, to tell -formal- ) 
( interior walls ) 

( white race of people ) 

( peace ) 

( open field ) 

( rust ) 

( brain ) 

( to volunteer, to join willingly ) 
( era, age ) 

( sea; marine -adj.- ) 


( always ) 


a) A few words just do not undergo the basic rule, but it is RARE: 


Example : 
ส ม ั ช ช ์ [sà?mát/ 


( meeting, assembly ) 


b) A.few words built up of more than two syllables undergo the basic rule: 


Examples: 


A y v 
ถ น ิ ม ส ร ้ อ ย  /thà?nims2oy/ 


ถม ึ ง ท ึ ง /thà?münpthun/ 


ส ม ุ ฏ ฐ า น 


/sa?mutthan/ 


( delicate, frail -as children- ) 
( fierce, violent -attitude, disposition- ) 


( cause, Origin ) 
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c) Lots of compound words include disyllabic words: 


Examples: 
ขน ม ก ง /kha?ndmkon/ ( sweet meat made of peanut flour 
mixed with sugar ) 
Sidi [khà?ndmpag/ ^ (bread) 
ขน า ด ก ล า ง /kha?ndatklaan/ (medium size) 
ขน า ด เล ็ ก /kha?naatlék/ ( small size ) 
ถึ ง ขน า ด  /thüpkhà?nàat/ (right size) 
น อ ก ขน า ด /ndokkha?ndat/ (oversized, too big ) 
ฝรั่ง เศ ส /fa?ransét/ ( French ) 


ส น า ม ก ี ฬา /sà?níamkillaa/ (stadium ) 


ส น า ม บ ิ น  /sà?niambin/ ( airport ) 
a น า ม ห ญ ้ า [sà?năamyâa/ ( lawn, plot of grass ) 
ส ม ุ ท ร เด ี ๋ ย ร /sà?mütdian/ ( seashore ) 


ท ้ อ ง ส ม ุ ท ร | น้ เว ิ ว ท ร ล ิ ให ป ^ (the bosom of the sea ) 


ม ห า ส ม ุ ท ร /ma?hdasa?mut/ (ocean ) 


C) Remarks: 


| a) Asa general rule, in disyllablic words which undergo the basic rule given 
above ( paragraph 1A ), the normally predisposed elements occur in front of the 


consonant grouping. 


Examples: 
เส ม อ /sa?m дә | ( always ) 
แส ว ง /s?wEEn/ ( to seek, to search ) 
โส ร ่ ง /sa?roon/ ( sarong ) 
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b) As a general rule, in disyllabic words which DO NOT undergo the basic 
rule given above ( paragraph 1A ), the normally predisposed elements occur in front 
of the SONORANT as in the normal syllable construction. 


Examples: 
ขโมย /kha?mooy/ ( thief ) 
aluas [sà?moos2on/ ( association, club ) 


There are a few exceptions still, as in: 


เฉ พ า ะ /cha?p3?/ ( especially ) 


2) SOME OTHER DISYLLABIC WORDS: 


In some disyllabic words, when the first syllable has a G1 or G2 initial and the 
second is dead with a G3 initial, the tone of the second syllable depends on G1 or 
G2. 


Examples: 
ต ํ า ร ว จ /tamrüat/ ( police ) 
ป ร ะ ม า ท /pra?maat/ ( careless, negligent ) 
ป ร ะ โย ค /pra? yook/ ( sentence -grammar- ) 
ป ร ะ โย ชน ์ [prà?yóot/ ( utility, advantage ) 
15238 /pra?wat/ (biography, record ). = is silent. 
See 14 (2C, 3B ) 
ป ร ะ ว ั ต ิ ศา ส ต ร ์ [prà?wàtti?sàat/ ( History as a subject ) 
ส ํ า ร ว จ [sámrüat/ ( to make an inventory ) 
ส ํ า เร ็ จ /samrét/ ( to be accomplished, completed ) 


๑ ๑ ๑ ๑ ๑ ๑ 
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REMARKS: 


These words demand special attention as their tones are incorrectly given in 
Thai-English dictionaries. 
Many recent loanwords from English have irregular tonal markers or irregular 


tones. 
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EXERCISE 6 


This exercise illustrates chapters 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13. 


1) METHOD: 


A) Transcribe the phonetic value of each word, with the tones, in the space 
provided, keeping the answers covered until you have completed the exercise. If 
you have real difficulties check in the dictionary. 


B) Give the type of consonant groupings on a separate paper. 


Examples: (see the glossary on the following page ) 


ป ร ั บ ป ร ุ ง /prapprun/ [T1 +T1/ ( to improve ) 

ไป ร ษ ณ ี ย ์ /praysà?nii/ /Tlb+T3*+S/ (post-office ) 

ม ห ร ส พ [má?h2əorá?sop/ /Т3* + T3* + T3* + T3@/ (festival) 
เศ ร ้ า โศก [saosook] ` [T2c + Sa/ ( sad, depressed ) 
ห ม ด [mót/ [T2 - T3/ ( finished; all, entire ) 


C) After correction of your answers read each phonetic transcription aloud 
several times. 

D) Cover up the Thai words and find their correct spelling, with the help of 
the phonetics, and the type of consonant groupings, keeping the answers covered 
until you have completed the exercise. 

E) Cover up the phonetics and read each word aloud after writing it at least 


< — 
twice. 


2) REMARKS: 


A) Take chapter 9 and reread paragraph 3 carefully, page 69. 

B) Keep a list of the permissible consonant combinations per type of 
grouping. (chapter 12, paragraphs 3 to 6 ). 

C) Keep a copy of the chart given in paragraph 2, page 98. 
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3) GLOSSARY: 


Sa 


Т1 
Т2 
тз 
T3* 


T3@ = first syllable: C + inherent /-o-/ + C 


Tib 


T2c 


T3d 


s 
T1-T3= combination of T1 and T3@ 


Examples: PAU /klop/ ( to cover up ) 
ต ร ง /tron/ ( straight ) 
T2-T3= combination of T2 and T3@ 
Examples: เศ ร ้ า /sao/ (sad ) 
ห ม ด [mot] ( finished; entire ) 
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= апу open or closed syllable with written vocalic including 33 read 
/-a-/ or /-ап/ and 3 read /-90n/. 
= any open or closed syllable with the written vocalic ( or part of it ) 


placed before the initial, as shown in paragraph 2 (a), page 98. 


Example: แข ้ ง . 


= Type 1 Chapter 12 (1A and 3 ), pages 97 and 99 

= Type 2 Chapter 12 (1A and 4), pages 97 and 99 

= Type 3 Chapter 12 ( 1A and 6 ), pages 97 and 102 

= first syllable: C + inherent /-a?/ or /-99/ 

= Type 1 when the written vocalic ( or part of it) occurs before the 


consonant cluster, as shown in paragraph 2, page 98. 


Examples: ใคร 5 โค ล น 


= Type 2 when the written vocalic ( or part of it) occurs before the 


consonant grouping, as shown in paragraph 2, page 98. 
Example | เส ร ็ จ 


= Type 3 when the inherent /-a?/ is pronounced between the first two 
consonants and a predisposed vocalic pronounced in the second syllable 


is written before the word consonant initial, as shown in paragraph 2. 


Examples: ‘lau, แข น ง 


= 


ก ร ก ฎา ค ม /................ 
ก ร ง [ыл 

ก ร ะ เป ๋ า ถื อ /........... / 
ก ล ้ ว ย | a grt 

ก ว ่ า [....] 

เก ล ื ่ อ 6 | 

โก ร ธ won | 

โก ล า ห ล | re / 
ใก ล ้ / | 

ไก ล piss 

ขน า ง [sse aa as / 
ขน า ด 5 0 ว เว คา ไ / 
ขณะ usos a / 
WIN Laden / 

ขวา l..... / 

เข ว 5 / 

แข ม ่ ว E / 
Tuan Г РОЯ / 

โข ย ง 2 0 / 

ค ร บ บ ร ิ บ ู ร ณ์ /............... / 
ค ร อ บ ค ร ั ว /........... / 
ค ร ั ้ ง แร ก /......... / 
ครึ่ง ЖОО 

ค ว ั น | ee / 


EXERCISE 


ANSWER 


( July ) /ka?ra?ka?daakhom/ 


/T3*+T3*+T3*+S+T3@/ 
( cage ) [krog/ /T1-T3/ 
(handbag) /krà?pdothüu/ — /T1+Sa+S/ 
(banana) /klûay/ IT1/ 
( more than ) | /kwaa/ [T1/ 
( salt ) /klaa/ /T1b/ 
(angry) /króot/ [Tib] 
(excitement) /koolaahón/  /Sa+S+T3@/ 
(near, close to) /klày/ /T1b/ 
( far ) fklay/ /T1b/ 
( to suspect ) /kha?naan/ /T3*+S/ 
( size ) /kha?naat/ /T3*+S/ 
(moment ) /khà?nà?/ [T3*+S/ 
( noisy ) /khrom/ /T1-T3/ 
( right side ) /khwaa/ /T1/ 
(awry) — [khwée/ /T1b/ 
( to reduce ) /kha?mEEo/ /T3d/ 
(to pound ) /khlóok/ [T1b/ 


( group of people )/kha?y6on/ /T3d/ 


(entirely ) /khrópboo i?buun/ 
[T1-T34 T3 *+S+S/ 


(family)  /khr2opkhrua/ 
(first time ) /khrénrEEK/ 
( before a noun: 


and a half") /khran/ 


(smoke ) 


/khwan/ 


“half”; after a noun: 


/T1+T1/ 
/T1+Sa/ 


«6 


' one 3 
[T1/ 
[T1/ 


ท ร ม า น 


ท ร ร ศ น ะ 
ท ร ห ด 
ท ่ ว ม 
ท ว า ร 
ท ห า ร 
ธน า ค า ร 
ธร ร ม ด า 


ธั น ว า ค ม 
น ค ร 


น ร ก 
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EXERCISE 


ANSWER 
(utensil) —/khrüan/ [T1b/ 
(to wish) /khray/ [T16/ 


(tobeindoubt) /cha?nén/ /T3*+T3@/ 
( to celebrate ) / chà?13o ย | /T3*+S/ 
( kind, sort ) [cha?nit/ /T3*+S/ 
(to agree) / toklon/ /T3@+T3@/ 
(throughout) / ไ ส? ไว ่ ว ป — /T3*+S/ 
(marketplace ) /ta?làat/ [13*+8/ 


( straight оп ) /tronpay/ /T1-T3+Sa/ 


( to check ) /truat/ [T1/ 
(street)  /thà?nón/ /T3*+T3@/ 
( clearly, distinctly: handy, apt ) 

/tha?nat/ /T3*+S/ 
( shape, form ) [son] [T2-T3] 


( to subdue by tormenting or oppressing ) 
| นี เว ว ร ล ด์? เล ล ท | — /T3*+T3*+S/ 


( perception ) /thatsa?na?/ /S+T3*+S/ 
(stubborn ) /thoorá?hót/ /T3*+T3*+T3@/ 
(overwelmed ) /thüam/ [Sl 
(entrance door) /thá?waan/ /T3*+S/ 
(soldier)  /thá?hàan/ [Т3 *+5/ 
(bank) /thà?naakhaan/ /T3*+S+S/ 
(ordinary ) /thamma?daa/ /S+T3*+S/ 
(December ) /thanwaakhom/ /S+S+T3@/ 
(city ) /na?khoon/ /T3*+S/ 

( hell ) /na?rék/ /T3*+T3@/ 


บ ร ร จ ง 


บ ร ร จ ุ 
บ ร ิ ก า ร 
ป ฏิ ค ม 
ป ฏิ ท ิ น 


ป ท า น ุ ก ร ม 


ป ร ะ ก า ย 


พ ย า ก ร ณ์ 
พ ย า ย า ม 
พ ล า ง 

พ ิ จ า ร ณา 
เพ ร า ะ 
เพ ล ง 
* ฝรั่ง เศ ส 
ภ ม ร 


ภร ร ย า 


EXERCISE 


ANSWER 
(to manifest accuracy, carefulness -writing,...- ) 
/banjon/ /S+T3@/ 
(to insert ) /banju?/ /S+S/ 
(tohelp) /boo ri?kaan/ /T3*+S+S/ 
(host)  /pa?ti?khom/ — /T3*+S+T3@J 
(calendar ) /pa?ti?thin/ /T3*+S+S/ 


( dictionary ) /pà?thaanü?krom/ 
/T3*+S+S+T1-T3/ 


(spark) /рга?Каау/ /Т1+8/ 
( daily ) /pra?jamwan/ /T1+S+S/ 


(country) /pra?théet/ /T1+Sa/ 
(sour ) /priao/ /T1b/ 
..:.] (rude language) /khamphà?ni?sÀ?what/ 

/S+T3*+S+T3*+S/ 

(to bud) /phli?/ [T1/ 

(scared)  /phà?wáa/ /T3*+S/ 

( consonant ) /pha?yancha?na?/ 
[T3*+S+T3 *+S/ 


(prediction ) /phá?yaakoon/ /T3*+S+S/ 

( perseverence ) /pha?yaayaam//T3*+S+S/ 
(whilst) /phlaap/ /Т1/ 

(to consider) /phítjaará?naa/ /S+S+T3*+S/ 
(because) /phró % /T1b/ 

( song, music ) /phleen/ /T1b/ 

( French ) /fa?ranstet/ /T3*+S+Sa/ 

( bee ) [phá?moon/ /T3*+S/ 

( wife ) [phanrá?yaa/ /S+T3*+S/ 
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EXERCISE ANSWER 


ม ก ุ ฎ ЛЕР / (crown) /má?küt/ /T3*+S/ 
มณเฑียร 2 est a / (royal palace) /monthian/ /T3@+Sa/ 
ม ร ก ต [lan a ames / (emerald ) /moora?kot/ /T3*+T3*+T3@/ 
ม ห า ว ิ ท ย า ล ั ย /............-.....- | (University) — /ma?h¥awittha?yaalay/ 
/T3*+S+S+T3 *+S+S/ 
โม ท น า ค ุ ณ /.............. / ( to express gratitude for services rendered ) 
{mootha?naakhun/ — /Sa+T3*+S+S/ 
แย ก แย ะ /....... / (to elucidate)  /yEEkyE?/ /Sa+Sa/ 
ร ่ ม ชู ชี พ СТРУ / (parachute) — /rGómchuuchiip/ /T3@+S+S/ 
ร โห ฐา น /........... / (solitary place ) /rá?hoothían/ /T3*+Sa+S/ 
โร ง พ ย า บ า ล /............ may ( hospital ) /roogphá?yaabaan//Sat* T3 ** StS/ 
ล ่ ม จ ม Ts Sachse: I (to be ruined) /lómjom/ /T3@+T3@/ 
เล ห ล ั ง 7 /...... | (toauction), /leelšn/ /Sat+T2/ 
โล ห ิ ต ไป ป (blood) /loohit/ /$а+5/ 
ว ร ร ค Tana] ( paragraph) [wak] 18] 
ส ก ป ร ก ล dide / (dirty) /ѕокка?ргок/ /T3@+T3 *4TI-T3/ 
ส ่ ง โท ร เล ข /.............. / (to send a cable) /sonthoora?léek/ 
/T3@+Sat+T3 *+Sa/ 
ส ง ค ร า ม /......... / ( war ) /soykhraam/ /T3@+T1/ 
ส ง เค ร า ะ ห ์ /........ / ( to support, help ) /sénkhr 4?/ /T3@+T1b/ 
ส โม ส ร | een eee / (club ) /sa2moos3on/ /T3*+Sat+S/ 
* ส ย ด ส ย อ ง /............. / ( frightened ) /sa?yotsa?y3o บ / 
/T3*+T3@T3*+S/ 
ส ร ะ ผม | anak / ( shampoo ) /sà?phóm/ /T2+T3@/ 
* ส ว ิ ง ส ว า ย | m 0 ส 0 ไ / ( anxious ) /sa2winsd?waay/ /T3*+S+T3 *+S/ 
แส ว ง | PEERS / (to seek, search) / sà?wÉEy/ /T3d/ 
ห ม ว ก | . (hat ) [müak/ [T2] 
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EXERCISE ANSWER 


| HOM Iud ( cushion ) [m3on] /T2/ 

| ห ล ว ม | 0 | (loose, too big) /lùam/ /T2/ 
ห ว า ย : ГЕКЕ, (rattan) /wiay/ /T2/ 
เห ง า J] ( lonesome ) [ўйо/ [T2c] 
เห ม ็ น Tsol (to stink ) /mEn/ [T2c] 
เห ล ้ า lv (alcohol) /lao/ /T2c/ 
อ ด ิ เร ก Fa maytam / (superior) /?2?di?réek/ /T3#+S+Sa/ 
อ ธิ ก ร ณ์ /........... | (trial) / ๆ ล % แ ห ้ ? แ ว ว ย ญ | — /T3*+S+S/ 
อ น ุ ญา ต fam Aka a n / ( to allow ) /? ล ให น ์ ? ข ล ิ ล ป [13*+5+8/ 
อ ย า ก เ | ( to want to ) /yaak/ [T2] 
อ ร ุ ณ J; od / (dawn)  /?à?run/ /T3*+S/ 
emu — [ee / (tumult) /?onlá?màan/ /T3@+T3*+T2/ 
อ อ ด แอ ด /........ / (sickly, weak) — /?50t?EEt/ /S+Sa/ 

* เอ ร ็ ด อ ร ่ อ ย /............ / (delicious) /737г31?д2г5у/ — [T3d+T3*+S/ 

Tema TS boons / (occasion ) /?ookàat/ [8а+8/ 
ฮี ด ฮั ด АНЫ / (wrathy )  /háthát/ /S+S/ 


* These words are compound words, therefore the tonal rule explained on page 104 


is applied. v 
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CHAPTER 14 


SILENCE, with and without marker 


1) THE SILENCE MARKER: “ 


It can be called either ไม ้ ท ั ณ ฑ ฆา ต /maythantha?khaat/ (the cancellation 
sign ) or ก า ร ั น ต ์ /kaaran/ 
It is often used above a consonant to show that the latter is not pronounced. 


A) The cancellation sign usually occurs on the word final consonant. 


Examples: 
ก ุ ม ภา พ ั น ธ์ /kumphaaphan/ ( February ) 
เบ อ ร ์ [bao | (number: telephone, licence 
plate, size...) 
โบ ส ถ ์ [bòot/ ( church ) 
พ ิ ม พ ์ -/phim/ (to print) 
ร ถ ย น ต ์ [rótyon/ (car) 
ว ั น ศุ ก ร ์ /wansük/ ( Friday ) 
ว ั น เส า ร ์ /wansio/ ( Saturday ) 
ป ั ก ษ์ [yak] ( giant, supernatural creature ) 
qué /stun/ ( zero ) 
+ ศ ั ก ด ิ ์ ส ิ ท ธิ ์ /saksit/ ( to be sacred ) 
ส ต า ง ค ์ /sa?taan/ ( one hundredth of a baht; 
money ) 
ส ั ป ด า ห ์ [sàppà?daa/ ( week -formal- ) 
ส ิ ง ห ์ / sin/ (lion ) 
อ น ุ ส า ว ร ี ย ์ / ใ ล ้ ใ ท น ์ ใ ร ล ั ล พ ล ์ ? ธ ii/ ( monument ) 
อ า ค เน ย ์ /2aakha?nee/ ( South East ) 


* When the cancellation sign occurs above a word medial consonant, it is the 
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last letter of the first element in ล compound word (see paragraph 3 ). 
The cancellation sign often occurs at the end of loanwords borrowed from 
English as in: 


โป ส ก า ร ์ ด [pooskàat/ ( postcard ) 
แฟ ร ง ค ์ ส ว ิ ส ส ์ ^ /frEEgsuis/ ( Swiss franc ) 
ไม ล ์ ` /may/ (mile ) 

ส แต ม ป ์ /sa?tEEm/ (stamp ) 


แฮ ม เบ อ ร ์ เก อ ร ์ /hEEmbaakea | (hamburger) 


B) In some cases the consonant placed before the silent letter and / or the vocalic 
it carries ( usually the vowel = ) can be silent as well, as in: 
ก ษ์ ต ร ย /ka?sat/ ( king ) 


ภู ม ิ ศา ส ต ร ์ /phuumi?shat/ ( geography as a subject ) 


ว ั น จ น ท ร /wanjan/ ( Monday ) 

ศา ส ต ร ์ | ร ล อ ป ( field of knowledge ) asin ภู ม ิ ศา ส ต ร ์ above. 
g r ` 

อ ภิ ส ิ ท ธิ fà?phi?sit/ ( privilege ) 


2) THE SILENCE MARKER IS OMITTED: 


A) Silent final: 


In some cases a final consonant is silent even though it does not carry the 
silence marker. In most words it is 3 preceded by a consonant corresponding to 
/-k/, /-p/ or /-t/ as in: 


ถิ จ ว ั ต ร /kitja?wat/ ( routine of work, daily program ) 
เก ษ ต ร [ka?sèet] (land) 
จ ั ก ร [jàk/ ( wheel ) 


ร ถ จ ั ก ร ย า น —/rotjákyaan/ ( bicycle ) 


ธน บ ั ต ร /tha?na?bat/ ( banknote ) 
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บ ุ ต ร (ชา ย ) /but/ /chaay/ ( son ) 


เพ ชร 


ม ิ ต ร 


[phét/ (diamond.) Inthisword ¢ is omitted. 
ม ห า ส ม ุ ท ร [má?háasàá?müt/ (ocean) 

[mit] (friend) 

/sa?mak/ ( to volunteer ) 


ส ม ั ค ร 


+++ ee eae 


B) Ina few cases a consonant is silent in the middle of a word, even though it does 
not carry the silence marker. It is nearly always 5 asin: 


e a 
เก ย ร ต 


ป ร า ร ถ น า 


ส า ม า ร ถ 


/ kiatti?/ 


( fame, renown ) 


/praattha?nda/ ( їо desire, to wish ) Here is used both as 


a final and an initial. 


/siam@at/ ( to be able to, to be capable ) 


C) In a few cases the final consonant is pronounced but NOT the vowel it carries as 
9, A, A, 9, 1. 


ป ร ะ ว ั ต ิ 


๑ ๑ ๑ ๑ = ๑ ๑ 


[koot/ ( ten million ) 

/sanchaat/ (nationality ) 

[yaat/ ( relatives -in family- ) 

[naanaacháat/ ( international ) 

/pra?wat/ (record, biography ). See 13 (2) for tone. 
[heet/ ( reason, motive, cause ) 

[tutbàt/ ( to happen suddenly ) 


['ü?bàtti?h&et/ (accident). See paragraph 3 (B), page 119. 


D) Asseen on page 92, 3 


pronounced /s-/ as in: 
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ท ร า บ 


ศร ั ท ธา 


[saap/ 
[satthaa/ 


is silent in the three following combinations: 13,93,03 


( to know ) 
( faith, belief ) 


1 6 ` A ^ < | . 
ส ร ะ ว า ย น า /sa?waaynaam/ (swimming pool) 


เส ร ็ จ [set] ( tó be finished, accomplished ) 


3) SILENT LETTERS IN COMPOUND WORDS: 
A) The silent marker can be found in the middle of a compound word as in: 
พ ิ พ ิ ธ ภ ั ณ ฑ ์ ส ถา น /phi?phi?tha?phansa?thdan/ — (museum) 


B) Silent vowels can be pronounced when placed in the middle of a compound 


word as in: 


ป ร ะ ว ั ต ิ ศา ส ต ร ์ [pradwatti?shat] (history ล ร ล subject) 


อ ุ บ ั ต ิ เห ต ุ /?u?bàtti?hšet/ ( accident ) 


CHAPTER 15 
HOW TO SPELL WORDS 


1) VOCALICS: 


Vowels and other vocalics are called ส ร ะ /sa?ra?/ plus their phonetic value. 


Examples: 
1 : ส ร ะ 1 [sà?rà? aa] 
= Z ส ร ะ 2 [sàttra? iJ 
เ - อ : ส ร ะ 1-0 = /sa?ra? -əə | 
Exceptions: 


See 3 (4) on page 10. 


The three consonants used as vocalics or elements of compound vocalics ( ย , 


3, อ ) are always called by their consonant name. 


2) CONSONANTS: 


Consonants are usually called by their designatory name though adults tend 
to consider it rather childish therefore giving only the phonetic value when orally 
spelling words. 


Examples: 
ก ก ไก ่ /kookay/ ог /kaa/ 
ง ง ง /yoonuu/ ог  /goo/ 
a agı /th2othig/ or — /th2o/ 
อ อ 01 / ใ ว ว ? ใ ล ล ท / or  [?29| 


Exceptions: See 4 ( 5 ) on page 31. 
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3) EXAMPLES: 
изл (ห th, ม ม ้ า , ส ร ะ - ะ ) /h3o пат, moo máa, sà?rà? -a?/ 
ค ร ู (n ค ว า ย , ร (36, ส ร ะ —) [khoo khwaay, roo rua, sa?ra? uu/ 
จ ํ า (จ จ า น , ส ร ะ =) [joo jaan, sa?ra? -am/ 
ชวน ( ช ช้ า ง , ว แห ว น , น ห น ู ) [choo chaay, woo wEEn, noo nuu/ 
เช ิ ญ ( ช ช้ า ง , ส ร ะ 12, ญ ห ญิ ง ) [сһәә chaay, sà?rà? -99-, yoo yin/ 


เด ื อ น (ด เด ็ ก , ส ร ะ เร ื อ , น иу) /doo dèk, sà?rà? wa, noo อ น ั น / 

เท ี ย น (n ท ห า ร , ส ร ะ 120, น иу) /thoo thá?hfan,sà?rà? ia, noo. nüu/ 
ฟั น ( ฟ ฟั น , ไม ้ ห ั น อ า ก า ศ , น wy) /foo fan, máyhán?aakiat, noo пйи/ 
йз (ล 23, ส ร ะ 2, ง g) Поо lin, sà?rà? -1-, noo nuu/ 


4) PARTICULARITIES: 


Predisposed vocalics are mentioned before the initial. 
Upperscript symbols are mentioned after the initial. 


When a consonant carries the silence marker, it is followed by nf ий [kaaran]. 
Example: 


แง ้ ม (ส ร ะ แ -, ง $ ไม ้ โท , ม 07) /sà?rà? EE, yoo nuu, máythoo, moo máa/ 


5) EXERCISE: 


เช ็ ด โต ๊ ะ (ส ร ะ 12, ช ช้ า ง , 19199, ด เด ็ ก , ส ร ะ โ - ะ , ต เต ่ า , ไม ้ ต ร ี ) 

/sa?ra? e?, choo cháan, maytaykhuu, doo dèk, sara? -07, too tào, maytrii/ 
เด ี ้ ย ว ๆ (ด tan, ส ร ะ เร ี ่ ย ว , ไม ้ จ ั ต ว า , ย ม ก ) 

[doo dèk, sà?rà? iao, máyjattà?waa, yamók/ 
ถึ ง ส ี ่ แย ก ( ถ ถุ ง , ส ร ะ 7, a3, ส เส ื ่ อ, ส ร ะ 2, ไม ้ เอ ก , ส ร ะ แ -, ย ย ั ก ษ์ , 
ก ไก ่ ) 

[th3o thun, sa?ra? u, yoo guu, so sta, sa?ra? ii, may?éek, sa?ra? EE, 


yoo уак, коо kày/ 
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ร ถ บ ร ร ท ุ ก (ร เร ื อ , о qa, บ ใบ ไม ้ , ร Wu, ท nms, ase —, ก ไก ่ ) 


[roo rua, thoo thin, boo baymáy,roo han, thoo thahaan, sa?ra? u, 
koo kay/ 
โร ง ฆ่า ส ั ต ว ์ (ส ร ะ โ -, ร เร ื ่ อ , ง ง ู , ฆ ร ะ ฆ ั ง , ไม ้ เอ ก , ส ร ะ า , ส เส ื อ , ไม ้ ห ั น อ า ก า ศ , 
ต เต ่ า , ว แห ว น , ก า ร ั น ด ต์) 


`Y ` ` ` v Vv 
/sara? oo, гоо raa, поэ yuu, khoorá?khap, may?eek, sa?rà? аа, 522 sua, 


P. v 
mayhan?aakaat, too tao, woo wEEn, kaaran/ 


< 


| CHAPTER 16 


HOW TO USE A DICTIONARY 


Words are arranged in order of consonants 
vocalics 


tonal markers. 


CONSONANT ALPHABETICAL ORDER: 


f, t, 9, fl, 9, 21, ง, 9, 2, ช , B, 01, ญ , Я, Я, S, I, ฒ , 01, A, A, 0, И, 5, H, U, 


ป , A, A, พ , ฟ , ñ, u, 0,3, a, 2, ff, 9, 4, И, W, 8, 8 


VOCALIC ALPHABETICAL ORDER: 
С a A 


wv ° ^ a e A g < 
`Z, I a a ใ ร 73 7 ว ิ ฐ 73 ร ี รี ว 7 วาว» 067, 1-0, 1- 2, 1-1, 1-18, 


เฉ ี ย, ถื ่ อ , แ -, แ ็ ว โว , โ ร ะ , ใ ว , ได 
TONAL MARKERS: 


y dg + 
$737.97 


1) WHEN THE INITIAL IS DIRECTLY FOLLOWED BY ANOTHER CONSONANT 
Example: ท ห า ร 


- first look under Tl, 

- then find ห in the consonant alphabetical order, 
- look for 1 in the vocalic alphabetical order, 

- and then look for 3. 


2) WHEN THE DOUBLE INITIAL CONSONANT IS PRECEDED BY A PREDISPOSED 
VOCALIC: 


- 


Example: ไก ล 


- look under ก, 


- then find the predisposed vocalic in the vocalic alphabetical order, 
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- and look for @ in the consonant alphabetical order, 


3) WHEN THE INITIAL CONSONANT CARRIES A TONAL MARKER: 


As words are arranged in order of consonants, vocalics and tonal markers the 


three following words will appear in this order: 
ไข /khdy/ ( to open, to unlock ) 
ไข ่ /khdy/ (egg) 
ไข ้ /khay/ ( to be ill with a fever; fever ) 


REMARK: 


The four words beginning with อ น ํ า and all the words beginning with ti in 
are found under И and Ө. 
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NEGEN SIPHAENDIN — (FOUR REIGNS) 


. It is my sincere hope that those friends of 
Thailand who do not read Thai will, after reading this 
| book gain a little more understanding toward us. 


Kukrit Pramoj 


ы BOTAN 
LETTERS FROM THAILAND 


A fascinating Novel, and I heartily recommend it to 
all Westerners who know and love Thailand. 
BANGKOK POST 


This novel won the SEATO International 
prize for literature in 1970. 
Translated by Susan Fulop Kepner 


KAMPOON BOONTAWEE 
A Child of the Northeast 


1970 S.E.A. WRITE AWARD WINNER 
and “Best Novel of the year 1976” 
. .. Thailand may be the “land of smiles”, but there 
are many kinds of smiles, signifying many states of 
mind. This book abounds with examples of 
behaviors, and motivation . .. . 

Susan Fulop Kepner 
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This book is intended for all people wishing to learn the Thai 
system of writing and reading 


Reading and Writing Thai is not as difficult as it looks once the 
basic system has been mastered, so persevere and have fun. 
It is worth a little effort. 


